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here. that, in the discharge of my duty as a Repre- 
sentative on this floor, | am to vote blindfolded 
upon any question; and especially upon a question 
of the ee aedee money. It is the peculiar 
duty of Representatives in this body, to inquire 
jnto all appropriations that are made. They are 
constituted by the Constitution the guardians of 
the treasury; and | care not what officer of the Gov- 
ernment, or what branch of the Government has 
undertaken, unlawfully, asthe gentleman from 
Tennessee has said, to put his hand into the Treas- 
ury: I care not, | say, what officer, or what 
branch of the Government, may undertake to 
make an expenditure, [ claim the right to know 
for what purpose every appropriation for which I 
vote is made, and to what use it is applied. 
And as has been said by the gentleman from Ohio, 
the gentleman from Tennessee, and others, | am 
utterly at a loss to know how it is possible that 
the sixty Senators in the other branch of this Na- 
tional Legislature could have made the enormous 
appropriation—or rather, have incurred the enor- 
mous expenditure, of sfmost $300,000. It is cer- 
tainly a matter of astonishment, especially to one 
like myself;—and who is not initiated in such 
matters; and I will undertake to say, that there is 
not an individual in this broad land who, if he has 
not paid particular attention to the movements of 
Congress in relation to appropriations, would not, 
upon becoming a member of either branch of Con- 
gress, be utterly astonished at the wasteful extrava- 
gance that prevails in the expenditure of the money 
of the people. For my own part, I am surprised 
that the Government is able to get money enough 
from any source whatever, to pay the debts that 
are contracted by the officers of the several branches 
of the Government. The people of this country, 
lapprehend, will not be fully awakened to this 
matter, until application is made to their pockets 
by direct taxation, to supply the wants of the Gov- 
ernment. I say, sir you will never reach the un- 
derstanding of the people of this country in regard 
to this matter of the wasteful extravagance of this 
Government except it be by the potent argument 
of direct taxation. And, as I have already said, I 
care not from what source, nor upon whose mo- 
tion, we are called upon here to make appropria- 
tions, 1 require to be informed in regard to the 
items of expenditure. 

Mr. BAYLY. The items are enumerated, even 
down to dollars and cents, and even half cents. 

Mr. GERRY. I want the items to be specific. 
I don’t want them made up as shopkeepers make 
up their bills sometimes—in ‘ sundries.” 1 want 
to know whether these expenditures have been 
such as were authorized, or whether the money 
has been applied in the manner in which an honor- 
able member of this House has informed me that 
an appropriation by Congress was once applied in 
acertain territory, Perhaps the Senate has made 
asimilar use of this money. 1 am informed that 
the appropriation made by Congress to defray the 
expenses of a certain territory, was so exceedingly 
liberal that the delegates were at a loss to know 
how to expend the money. They paid off all 
their bills; they paid for their wine, their segars, 
their stationery, their board bills, and all other 
a expenses; and after all, there was money 
eft. They then purchased each of themselves 
a saddle upon which to ride home. Now, per- 
haps honorable Senators in the other branch of 

ress may have taken the same course, and 

provided themselves with saddles with which to 
ride the people. For one, I am utterly opposed to 
voting appropriations of the public money concern- 
ing the disposal of which | am uninformed. For 
these reasons, and many others, I shall vote against 
this eaten 
Mr. MORSE said that he did not intend to ot- 
cupy any of the time of the committee in discuss- 
ing these items of appropriations; but he must 
be allowed to protest against such notions of econ- 
omy as he had heard advanced on that floor 
especially by the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
hessee, who seemed to thin that every dollar that 
was paid out of the Treasury was taken out of 


his own PngD and that every re must 
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be reduced, whether it was to pay a debt already 
contracted by Government or not. He could not 
understand that species of logic or of conscience, 
which enabled gentlemen to declare, that when the 
Senate or the House had passed a resolution au- 
thorizing the expenditure of a certain sum of 
money known as the contingent fund, for purposes 
necessary and proper, they had a right to refuse 
to appropriate the money, and had a right to de- 
nounce the expenditures of either branch of Con- 
gress as extravagant and improper. It was by 
such narrow notions of economy that this Govern- 
ment was led into ten-fold greater expense. It was 
in consequence of the pitiful economy which 
prompted the refusal to pay the honest debts of 
the Government, until after long years of applica- 
tion, that it was found impossible to obtain the ser- 
vices of individuals at a reasonable charge. When 
men found that they were deprived of the earnings 
of their hard labor for years, they would not un- 
dertake to render any service to the Government, 
without charging for it ten times its value. There was 

no government on earth that could not get work | 
done at a cheaper rate than this Government; and 

it was all owing to this false idea of economy. | 
When a man at the head of the army, or at the 

head of a bureau, or any officer enjoying a high 

position in the Government, contracted with an | 
honest citizen for furnishing the Government with 
any necessary supply, why, it was well known 
to be a doubtful matter, whether, when the ac- 
counts come bere, their payment would not be 
disputed, and the individual kept out of his money 
for an indefinite length of time. 


the expenditure was necessary and proper. When 
the account came to be thrown into the vortex of 
Congress, it generally found its way to the bottom, | 
where the hand of resurrection could never reach 
it, and the poor claimant had to eke outa miserable 
existence while trying to get justice done him. 
You require to look into the authority by which 
an expenditure is made. You give no discretion 
to your officers—the acts of those who bear the 
commissions of your Government you repudiate. 
Such economy as this was the very worst econ- 
omy that could be practiced—it was like pouring 
in at the spigot and out at the bung. 

In regard to the subject of claims, he would re- 
mark that there were too sets of opinions, both 
equally wrong. Many of the Democratic mem- 
bers of that House, he was sorry to say, made it 
a rule to go against every claim, right or wrong; 
it was sufficent for them to know, that money was 
to be taken out of the Treasury; while gentlemen 
on the opposite side—and he hoped they would take 
itas a friendly hint—took the opposite course, and 
went in favor of every claim, right or wrong. And 
thus it was, that the honest claimants—men who 
had furnished supplies to the army and navy—men 
who had furnished the means for carrying on the 
Government, were frequently deprived of their 
money, and ruined by this miserable economy on 
the part of members of that body, in regard to 
public expenditures. A claim against the Gov- 
ernment was not paid with any regard to justice, 
honesty, or fairness; but its payment or non-pay- 
ment depended solely upon the influence which 
the individual could bring to bear upon members, 
and the ingenuity and skill with which the claim 
was brought forward and sustained. ; 

He desired to say, in relation to the contingent 
fund of the Senate, that it was not the busine:« of 
the House to inquire into the manner in whic it 
had been expended. 

Mr. GERRY said he would like to be informed 
by the gentleman, if it was not the business of this 

ouse to inquire into these expenditures, why 





“they were called on to vote the appropriations ? 


. Mr. MORSE said, he would state to the gentle- 
man the reason why the House had nothing to do 
with it. By act of Congress, a certain sum of 
money was drawn from the Treasury, and put into 
the coffers of the Senate or the House, for a par- 
ticular purpose. ‘his general act, setting apart 
this contingent fand, was in conformity with the 
constitutional provision, which requires that no 


And this was the || 
case, even when no one could possibly doubt that || 
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money shall be drawn"from the Treasury except 
by authority of an act of Congress. That having 
been done, the House for which the use of the 
money had been set apart, he contended, was the 
sole party which had the authority to examine 
into the expenditure of the money. When asum 
of money had been put into the coffers of the Senate 
or the House, for a particular purpose, the grant 
then was complete, and it was then entirely within 
the control of that body, and under the direction 
of its officers, to be expended. The money hav- 


| ing been attthorized to be employed at the dis- 


| 


| 


| 





| any service to the Government. ) it 
| that no man could be found who was willing to 
| contract with the Government, without stipulating 


rer 


cretion of said body, it was the duty of every 
member to vote for the appropriation, so long as 
its application had been sanctioned by the body to 
whom if belonged. It was incumbent upon this 
Government to pay just debts, honestly and fairly 


| —to pay every debt that had been honestly con- 


tracted by any person acting under the authority 
of eyher oe ae Congress, without cavil and 
unnecessary delay; then the credit of this Govern, 
ment would be established; and when there was 
work to be done, good workmen would be willing 
to offer themselves, and the work could be ob- 
tained at something like its true value. But, as 
matters were at present conducted, they could not 


| get work done in any department of the Govern- 


ment without paying a hundred times its value. 
And why? Because there was a want of good 
faith on the part of the Government. There were 
so many who were so ambitious of constituting 
themselves the constitutional guardians of the 
Treasury, and of preventing, as far as possible, 
the payment of money, ready to seize upon every 
captious objection, and demand unnecessary evi- 
dence of claim, interposing all the quibbles of a 
special pleader, to avoid paying the honest debts 
of the Government, that it had become, altogether 
too precarious a mode of earning money, to render 
Hence it was, 


for a large price. He would, himself, be very re- 
luctant to contract with the Government under its 
present miserable system of economy, to do any 
work, without charging the Government an hun- 
dred times as much as it was worth; because, in 
the event of the claim being paid, after passing the 
trying ordeal of Congress, his grandchildren or 
great grandchildren might possibly receive about 
one-tenth of the sum stipulated for. 

He had known claims to be unanimously report- 
ed upon repeatedly by committees of both Houses, 
and yet payment refused. There was one indi- 
vidual known to them all, doubtless, for he had 
annoyed every member of that a respecting 
the claim ofa couple of thousands of dollars, whose 
claim had been reported upon repeatedly, and 
whenever it had been presented by the committee 
to be voted upon, some member had got up and 
moved to cut it down five or six hundred dollars, 
without knowing anything about the merits of the 
case, and the claim was still unpaid. There were 
gentlemen who thought they were doing the coun- 
try some service by moving to y upon the table 
every claim which was brought forward, without 
knowing whether the claim was just or not. He 
declared his intention to take every opportunity to 
denounce such a practice—it was a false, a pitiful 
economy. It was like stopping the spigot and 
leaking at the bung. In his opinion, it was the 
duty of every member of that House, unless there 
was something within his own knowledge which 
militated against the claim, to vote for a claim 
that a committee of that House had investigated 
and reported favorably upon with anything like 
unanimity. Why should they take the trouble 
to organize committees, and have claims investi- 
gated, if, after they have gone through a painful 
and laborious investigation, the claim was to be 
refused, at the caprice of certain captious gentle- 
men, under the idea of saving a little money to 
the Government? A few thousand dollars might 
be suved here and there, by cutting down a claim, 
or laying it upon the table, but gentlemen should 
recollect that such things tended to bring the Gov- 
ernment into diagrace, and to put it out of their 
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power to get work done at all, without paying for 
it ten times as much as it was worth. . 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD proposed the following 
amendment to the Senate's appropriation for its 
contingent expenses, which was ruled out of order, 
amidet considerable merriment, viz: 


“ Provided, That uo further sum of money shall be paid 
out of the same to James Robertson, as compensation for 
being imprisoned by order of the Senate, or by its officers.” 





The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


ment of the Senate was agreed to. 


The Senate’s amendments providing for defi- | 


ciencies in the branch mint at New Orleans and 


in the naval service, were agreed to, without a | 


division. 


The following amendment being under consid- | 


eration, viz: 


‘« For contingent expenses in the office of the First Auditor 


of the Treasury $655""— 


Mr. BAYLY said, he was directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move that this item 
be stricken out; and he begged leave to gay, on 
making this motion, that it was a most extraordi- 
nary one. 

A Member. 
item? 


What is—the motion, or the 








| 
open. 
j 
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man who was stationed there was always to be | scives. There was nobody who visited the 

found at his post. It appeared to him that some | 
ht to be afforded to him, inasmuch as he | 
was aged, and as that gate was necessarily always | 
He believed that it was necessary that two | 
|| or three other watchmen should be employed, at | 
| the compensation proposed by the gentleman from 


relief o 


| Ohio. 

Mr. JONES would merely remark, that if the 
| House determined to adopt the proposition for the 
employment of two additional watchmen, it was 


| when first established, received, each of them, a 


it had reached $1,100. 
man at the west gate, to whom the gentleman 


| from Delaware had referred, it was true that he 
| was aged and infirm, and he was ever faithful to | 


his duties. Recently he had been ill, and con- 
fined to his bed, and his son, who was a man 
| grown, had taken his place, for the purpose of 
discharging his duties until he should recover; and 


} 


| the very good Commissioner of Public Buildings | 


Mr. BAYLY anid hin ddaphs Gf aptiten. tha tenes.’ | had dismissed him, and put another person in his | 


quite unnecessary to make the amendment that | 
|| was proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. 
believed that the present police of the Capitol, | 


He | 


salary of $365, and this had been increased until | 
In reference to the old | 


May 10, 
groundswho had not infinitely more mee 
them than those who were employed to attend and 
protect them from injury, and who served only to 
darken the prospect with their lazy carcases 
[Laughter. } ) 

The question being taken on the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vix. 
TON,] it was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON proposed still further to amend 
by inserting at the end of the clause the sum of 
$730, to cover the compensation of $365 each, 

The question was put, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question now being on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate as amended— 

Mr. JONES called for tellers; which being or- 
dered, and Messrs. Ricnarpson and Suepperp 
being appointed such, a count was had, when it 
appeared that there were 63 ayes and 54 noes. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to, 

The question now being on the following amend- 
ment of the Senate, viz: 


“For the removal of the public green-house and the hotan- 
ical collection thereat, to some suitable site on the public 
grounds, and for the erection of such other green-house as 
may be deemed necessary by the Joint Committee on the 





: | place. It was true that the other gates belonging | 
The First Auditor of the Treasury had addressed | to the public grounds were made in such a manner || 


to the Committee of Ways and Means a letter, ‘| as to shut to themselves, and remain shut, and | 
accompanied by an estimate for deficiencies in his || 


. ee ok ; ; | could easily be opened by persons wishing to pass | 
contingent fund, requesting the committee to intro- || through, so that they require no person to attend | 
duce the item into the bill, which was accordingly 


| 
done. When the bill came up in the Senate, it 


| them. There was one immediately in front of | 

; || the house at which he boarded—directly across | 
appeared that an amendment had been introduced 
for precisely the same object; it being taken for 


Library, five thousand dollars, to be expended by the direc. 
tion of the said Joint Committee, and under the supervision 
of the Commissioner of Public Buildings.” 4 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to recommend to the 
House to disagree to this amendmentof the Senate, _ 
It was the opinion of the committee, he said, that 
the Government ought not to enter into the green- 





| the street-—which had been always left unfastened, 
granted, probably, by the committee of the Sen- 
ate, that it would not be asked for twice, and not 


the item into the bill. He now moved that it be 


stricken out. 


The question being put on agreeing to the || 
amendment of the Senate, it was determined in | 


the negative. 

The following amendment being under consid- 
eration, viz: 

** For contingent expenses in the office of the First Aud- 
itor of the Treasury, six hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

“ For the compensation of two watchmen, to be employed 
in preserving the public grounds about the Capitol, at the 
rate of seven hundred and thirty dollars per annum each?’ — 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend to 
the House to disagree to this amendment. 

Mr. JONES remarked that, in his opinion, if 
the House would take the trouble to examine this 
subject, they would come to the same conclusion 
at which he had arrived, that there was no earthly 
necessity for these two watchmen, There was 
now employed what was called the Capitol Po- 
lice—one principal policeman ata salary of $1,450, 
and four others at a salary eae apiece, to 
take care of the grounds surrounding the Capitol. 
There were two of these constantly on duty, day 
and night. There was also an old man stationed 
at the west gate—the gate leading into Pennsyl- 
vania avenue; and it was proper that there should 
be a man stationed there, because that gate was 
constantly open, and the shrubbery and flowers 
exposed to depredations. As he understood this 
provision, it was for two additional watchmen, to 
walk about through the grounds, and see that the 
children perhaps did not play upon the grass, and 
that nobody wandered from the gravel walks. 
When the Marine Band commence their oper- 
ations, it would take a regiment of watchmen to 
keep the people off the grass, when assembled to 
hear the music. There could be no possible ne- 
cessity for increasing the number of watchmen. 
As far as any damage to the public grounds was 
concerned, he did not believe that any was likely 
to be done for want of additional watchmen. 


Mr. VINTON said he believed there was some 
ard to this item. The Senate 
must have intended that $750 should be the com- 
pensation for both of the watchmen—$365 = 

e 


mistake with 


what was usually paid to each watchman. 
would move, therefore, te strike out $750, and 


insert er 

Mr. HOUSTON said that he thought the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio was quite un- 
necessary, as the intent and meaning of the Sen- 
ate’s amendment would not be misunderstood. He 
agreed with the gentleman from Tennessee, that 
it was necessary to have a watchman stationed at 


the west gate; and he had observed that the old 


: {| it locked. 
being aware that it had been inserted, they put | ne 6 cee 

















| of going there to walk in the morning, turn back, 


was told that the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings had ordered it to be kept locked, and that 





locked, until policemen could be appointed to 
| keep persons off the grass. 


| off the lock. ¢ 

| Mr. VINTON said he thought the honorable 
| gentleman from Tennessee had given the very 
| best reason why additional watchmen should be 
| employed, in stating that he was obliged to knock 


| the lock off the gate. 
} 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he did not 
think there was a sufficient number of watchmen 
to protect the public grounds, and to prevent dep- 
redations being committed on the shrubbery and 
flowers. What were the duties which these po- 
licemen were required to perform? They were 
required to be upon duty from daylight in the 
morning until late at night, under the arrangement 
| by which every person was permitted to enjoy the 
| refreshing luxury of walking in the public 
| grounds. It wasa luxury that he had enjoyed, 
| and he felt it to be one in reality. It was a credit 

to the Government that such a place was pro- 
vided, and he thought that the small additional 
outley eee by this bill ought not to be 
ru : 

Mr. CARTTER said, there was no difference of 
| opinion, he believed, in regard to taking care of the 
| grounds; the question was, whether more men were 
| required to do it. He understood that there were 
from sixteen to twenty laborers employed about the 
public grounds, to take care of about thirty acres; 
‘and they were generally employed in turning 
| over gravel-stones and raking among the grass. 
| They moved as if each one needed a galvanic bat- 
| tery applied to him, to give him some appearance 
of life. So far from preserving the shrubbery and 
| grass from injury, it was quite sufficient to ruin 
them that these men were constantly trampling 
over them. In addition to these, there were nine 
called policemen, whose duty it was to perambu- 
late about the waiks. They had nothing to do 





evidence that any of them did attend to them, with 





more nor less than to pension upon the treasury 
two more loafers; that was the whole of it, for it 


was evident that the gates could take care of them- 


| until one morning, recently, when he discovered 
| persons going to the gate and turning away, find- | 
He had observed a lady, wife of | 
|} an honorable member, who had been in the habit | 





in consequence of the gate being locked—he | 
| thought perhaps in consequence of the neglect of | 
|| the policeman; but, upon inquiry of the man, he 


| some Senators had instructed him to keep it | 


He had asked the | 
/ man for a hammer, and went over and knocked 








with attending to the gates, at least there was no. 


the exception of this infirm old man, who was too | 
decrepit to getaway. ‘That was the only service | 
he had seen performed. The proposition was no | 


house business. 4 

Mr. SCHENCK said he desired to ask of the ~ 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
some explanation of this report. He perceived 
that the amendments of the Senate had been re- 

orted back from the Committee of Ways and 
eans without amendments. The chairman of 
that committee now informed the House that he 
was instructed by the committee to move various 
amendments not reported. It seemed that the com- 
mittee had reported back all the amendments made 
by the Senate, ‘‘ without amendment.”’ Such is 
the language of their printed report before us, and 
that is equivalent, as every one knows, to recom- 
mending a concurrence with the Senate; but now 
it seems they had reserved to themselves the raising 
of questions to strike out certain of those Senate 
amendments—questions to be considered at the last 
moment, and voted upon when there could be no 
opportunity of boating. te their merits, and de- 
termining whether the Senate amendments ought to 
beadopted ornot. He did not understand that mode 
of proceeding. The committee having reported 
no amendments, it was certainly to be inferred that 
they had none to propose, and yet the chairman of 
the Committee now came forward with a number 
of propositions to amend, for which the House 
could not of course be prepared. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would inform the gentle- 
man that the committee had never agreed to any 
of these amendments which he had moved should 
be disagreed to by the House; on the contrary, 
the committee had disagreed to them. The bill 
had been reported back from the Committee of 
Ways and Means with amendments to the Sen- 
ate’s amendments. He had not drawn outall these 
amendments in form, because it was not consid- 
ered necessary to print amendments which con- 
sisted merely of striking out. 

Mr. SCHENCK observed that the matter stood, 
it appeared, precisely as he had supposed; except 
that, from the explanation made by the chairman 
himself now, it appeared that the fault was not with 
the committee, but with him as their organ. The 
bill had been referred to the committee with amend- 
ments made by the Senate. The committee hav- 
ing examined those amendments, had disapproved 
of some of them, and approved of others, and di- 
rected the report to be made accordingly. The 
chairman of the committee, however, reported 
“‘ without amendment,”’ but now asked the House 
to ‘strike out, or rather disagree to, certain items 


‘which were not embraced in the report at all. 


What was the reason of the omission to report 
these amendments? 

Mr. BAYLY begged to say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that he was not responsible for the 
omission. The only amendments that were not 
specifically stated, were merely amendments to be 
made by on out. 
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Mr. SCHENCK. They are important amend- 
ments nevertheless. If you strike out a few hun- 
dred dollars in an appropriation, you make it a 
very different matter from that of retaining it. I 











hold that striking out is a very material branch of || 


roceeding in amending bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he understood the chair- 
man of the committee to propose to strike out the 
appropriation for the removal of the green-house 
to some more eligible spot than it now occupied, 
and to assign as a reason for that motion, that the 
committee did not think that the Government 
ought to go into the green-house business. He 
would suggest to the gentleman, that so far as that 


was concerned, the Government had already gone | 


| 
| 


into it. It was no new enterprise that was pro- 
osed to be engaged in, but merely carrying out 
to completion an object which had been com- 
menced long ago. , 

Mr. SCHENCK, resuming his remarks, said 
that the House was taken quite by surprise, and 
at disadvantage, by having these propositions to 
amend sprung upon them at this late period. 
They were advised by the report made by the 
chairman of the committee—— 


Mr. BAYLY, (interposing.) I must insist that | 


the gentleman from Ohio shall not misrepresent 
the position of the committee. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Well, suppose you repre- | 


sent it then. 

Mr. BAYLY. I said that I reported the bill 
back with amendments. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Very well; but did you tell the 
House what those amendments were? It is exceed- 
ingly important thatthat should beknown. AmI 
understood now, sir? Now I intend to say what 
I was about to say before. I say that the House 
is put to great disadvantage. The Committee of 
Ways and Means, through their chairman, inform 
the House that they have considered the Senate’s 
amendments, and that they made no amendments 
thereto. While the House is considering the Sen- 
ate’s amendments, the chairman of the commit- 


tee says that he has been instructed by the com- | 
mittee to move to strike out certain items which | 


are very important. What is the purpose of a 
report from a committee? Is it not to put the 
House in possession of the result of the delibera- 
tions of the committee; to put them on their guard 
as to what is to be proposed, that they may exam- 
ine into its propriety? Now, what is the fact in 
this case? A report comes back to us proposing 


no amendments. Yet when we come to vote item | 


by item, amendments are sprung upon us unex- 
pectedly, and they come from the committee too— 
propositions of which we have never heard before 
—propositions to strike out this item and that item, 
and we are expected to act upon these propositions 
at once, without having been prepared by any no- 
tice in regard to them. 

With regard to this particular item, concerning 
which a proposition to amend is sprung upon us 
at the last moment, it was naturally to be sup- 
posed that the committee had found it to be all 
right; but we are now informed that the commit- 
tee recommend that it shall be stricken out. It is 
for the removal of the green-house from the en- 
closure of the Patent Office. I can only say that, 
so far as 1 am concerned, I did not suppose there 
would be an objection to the proposition for re- 
moval. I had no reason to suppose that there 
would be a question raised by the committee con- 
cerning it. The green-house, I understand, con- 
sists of a collection of plants that were brought 
home by the Exploring Expedition,and which have 
been preserved with the view of furnishing an op- 
portunity to the persons engaged in preparing or 
completing the Narrative of the expedition, to 
make a classification of them to be inserted in the 
pestinene report of the results of the expedition. 

his, I believe, is the whole history of the green- 
house. It is not a question whether we shall go 
into the establishment of a botanical garden, 
though 1 confess | should have no_ insuperable 
objection to a proposition of that kind. I can see 
no reason why we might not, in connection with 
the National Institute, establish a botanical gar- 
den or a zodlogical garden, or anything else; but 
there is nothing of the kind proposed. The object 
of the appropriation, as I understand it, is to pre- 
serve this collection of plants until the report of 
the results of the Exploring Expedition shall have 
been completed. If this be the object of the Sen- 
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ate’s amendment I shall most assuredly vote for | that, and had looked into it. But he had come to 
it, and against any proposition to strike it out. | the opinion. that the plants would be too much 
Mr. BAYLY said he was not in the least degree || shaded if they were removed to the other situa- 
surprised at the criticism which had been made in |} tion. 
relation to his course as chairman of the Cothmit- Mr. ROOT resumed: He believed that the 
tee of Ways and Means. No one who was }| west green-hou ould not be sufficiently large 
acquainted with the peculiar structure of that gen- || to receive alb the pg andvif it were, it would 
tleman’s mind would be at all astonished at the || still be an unfit place. The southern part which 
captious objections he made. But the gentle- | was appropria 
man was in error when he attributed irregularity 
to his course when he (Mr. B.) reamaned tet 





ity || plants, ought to be a story higher. It was, at 
ee — bill. || present, ap unfit place, and the question before the 
uently occurred in this House | committee was, should we take care of these 
in which bills had been reported in a similar man- H lants? The Committee on the Library had asked 
ner. Ina yr pen eee a of = I] by: Sree of $5,000 for this purpose. 
cones. ne conan whet = e amend- || 4 Vb e asked, was there here, who would 
ments of the Senate had been agreed to or not. || be willing to sacrifice these plants? Their col- 
When he reported the bill he had explicitly said || lection has been the occupation of years. There 
that he reported it with amendments. As to the | may be persons in this country who think they are 
eng oye in thiges ‘i i i printer rs nad noth- || fee: -— He nares ee few such persons 
ing to do wi at. He thought he should never || in this House. e love of flowers was a passion 
have been able to get this bill printed at all. With | almost universal in the human breast, and he could 
aoe oe ioe oe Paneerinets oe tie | - suppose that fae were = a here 
elf would prefer that the green-house shou || who were opposed to them. rey had cost us in 
96 000 or ~~ pupose an epepneS of |) their ouleotea 7 more than the amount of this 
was made in this bill. The gentleman || appropriation. Yet they would, after all, be lost, 
from Ohio had said it was important that these || if we did not adopt he snare now proposed for 
plants should be preserved, because they were || their preservation. Rather than let them perish, 
required for the purpose of completing a botanical || it might be even better, if we could find no other 
report now in preparation, He had heard the || use for them, to have them made up in bundles, 
same reason assigned in the Senate, and he had 1 and distributed under our franks among our con- 
= noe senna i: ae as to eee - eee The Soran = — to good —— 
e had come to the conclusion that after the || in that way. e green-house, however, was the 
east wing of the Patent Office was finished, this || proper place for them. And has not Congress 
green-house ought not to remain where it is. But || the same interest in preserving these plants, as in 
he thought it ar "y are ne San the ous || keeping up the flowers ene oer apenas * 
report was completed. er that was done, he || in appropriating money for two additional watch- 
pledged himself to introduce a resolution, which he || men to prevent them from being destroyed? Are 
‘| we by our neglect to suffer these rare and valuable 
green-house, to distribute the plants, and abandon i tropical plants to be destroyed? He hoped not. 
this measure. A friend from Missouri suggested || He was very willing to give this $5,000 for the 
this should be done ate But he thought || purpose of ceumaniine them. If they are to be 
ifferently. He was disposed to let the green- | preserved at all, it must be done now. And he 
house remain for the present, until the report of | hoped the appropriation for that purpose would be 
after- || agreed to, notwithstanding the recommendation of 
om Deeg te Hilt | a Committee of Ways aud Means to the con- 
, h , but yield- || trary. 
ed the floor to Mr. Scuencx for an explanation. | Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
Mr. SCHENCK said, as to the objection of the || say but a single word on the subject. The origin- 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means || al intention of Congress in the construction of 
to my course and manner here, I have only this to || this green-house was, that it should be merely a 
reply: It may be that | am accustomed, as he says, || temporary thing, in order to preserve the plants 








| to make ‘‘captious objections;’’ but, often as I || brought home by the Exploring Expedition, until 


may err in that way, my criticisms certainly can- || the report of that expedition should be finished. 
not be half as frequent as his wretched blundering | And the question now before the committee is, 
should justly provoke them. || whether this original design should be changed, 

Mr. STANTON resumed. He should regret || this green-house should be a permanent establish- 
to see this provision stricken out. It was abso- || ment, be made the foundation of a new bureau, 
lutely necessary that this provision should be ] and become a portion of anew system. For all 
adopted. The persons who are engaged in the || the objects of the individuals engaged in the prep- 
construction of the east wing of the Patent Office || aration of the report, the green-house, as it now 
find it impossible to proceed while the green-house || stands, is quite sufficient. It was never intended 


remains where it is. Some of them are now in || to be permanent, but only to preserve the plants _ 


the Capitol, and say that they cannot proceed || until the report was completed. Now; if we are 
without destroying the plants, unless the green- || to make this a permanent establishment, it may be 
house is removed. And is there any disposition | as well to begin now as at any other time. A 
here to destroy this valuable collection of plants || suitable place may be selected, and we may as well 
which have been brought home by the Wegcine | make the appropriation at once. It is, to be sure, 
Expedition, and which have been kept with so | but a mere beginning. But, by and by, it will 
much care for the purpose of ascertaining which || not only bring in all the plants collected by the 
of them may be suited for our country, and to give | Exploring Expedition, but all American plants 
them an opportunity of becoming acclimated? It | and flowers, and then all which our chargés 
is so important that they should be preserved that abroad may collect and send home; and, in time, 
we ought not to suffer any mistaken notions of || we shall, no doubt, have one of the most splendid 
economy to permit us to let them be lost. The | collections in the world. It is now for us to deter- 
were not brought here merely to gratify an idle curi- || mine whether we will go into the thing perma- 
osity, but to subserve a practical purpose. The nently; because, if such is to be our policy, it will 
were necessary to enable the naturalist engaged || answer every purpose if we embark in it at once 
in the work, and who could not go on without fre- | by making this appropriation. 
quent reference to them, to perfect his report. He || He believed the opinion was pretty general in 
hoped, therefore, that the section would be permit- | the Committee of Ways and Means, in favor of 
ted to remain in the bill. || striking out this clause. As to the manner of re- 
Mr. McMULLEN thought that the committee || porting these bills, he believed the usual course 
had had quite enough of this discussion, and as || had been to have the amendments printed in ital- 
he believed there was no great necessity for the i ics. This had not been done in the present bill, 
passage of this item at this time, he would move || and so far there had been a departure from usage. 
the previous question. [A laugh.] But he did not admit that there had been any mis- 
r. ROOT rose, and, as far as his argument | 


take on the part of the chairman of the committee. 
could be heard, sustained the propriety of continu- || Mr. McMULLEN said that he believed this 
ing this green-house, and submitted to the chair- || was a question about a national green-hcuse. 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means an || Gentlemen had given very florid descriptions of 
interrogatory as to what would be the effect of re- || the plants which were keptin it. Everything was 
moving the plants to the second story of the || green and beautiful. He regretted that when he 
building. | was last up he had shown himself to be so green 
Mr. BAYLY replied that he had thought of || also, as to move the previous question in Commit- 
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tee of the Whole. This is a National Green House. 
The proposition now under consideration emanated 
from a National Green Houee, to wit: the Senate. 
Jt has been sustained by the distinguished National 
Green Root from Ohio. 

The question being about to be put~ 

Tellers were called for; and the demand being 
sustained, Mr. Kina, of Rhode Island, and Mr. 
W atwace, were appointed tellers. 

The question was then taken ofvagreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate, when it was decided in 
the affirmative—ayeés 75, noes 68. ' 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, appropriating 
$10,000 for improving the grounds south of the 
President’s House, and completing the culvert on 
Seventeenh street, was agreed to. 

The question now being on agreeing to the fol- 
lowing amendment of the Senate, viz: 

“* For completing the improvement of Indiana avenne, in 
the city of Washington, from the City Hall to the Capitol 
hill, seven thousand dollars, to be expended under the con- 
tro! of the Commissioner of Public Buildings” — 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out the words 
** Commissioner of Public Buildings,”’ and to in- 
sert, in lieu thereof, the words ‘* Mayor of the 
city of Washington.” 

Mr. CROWELL suggested that Congress had 
no control over the Mayor of Washington. The 
Commissioner of Public Buildings was an officer 
of the Government, and consequently subject to 
the control of Congress. 

Mr. JONES thought that the expenditure of 
this appropriation might be very properly com- 
mitted to the Mayor of the city. 

The question being taken, the amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. Jones was negatived. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed a desire to hear from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means the explanation which had satisfied the 
committee as to the propriety of this appropria- 
tien. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would answer the inter- 
rogatory with pleasure. Congress had, at a former 
session, appropriated $10,000 for the improvement 
of this avenue. It was not expected, at the time, 
that the sum then appropriated would be sufficient 
to complete the work. It had not done so. It 
was a large and costly work, and was not yet 
completed; and the sum now asked for was re- 
quired for its completion. The appropriation had 
been inserted in this bill, because the supply of 
the money would be the means of preventing the 
discontinuance of the work during this summer. 
Finally, the improvement of this avenue was of 
very great importance to the city, and to Congress 
itself, because it was well known that, at certain 
seasons of the year, Pennsylvania avenue was one 
of the most uncomfortable streets in the world. 
There ought to be another avenue. The work 
has been commenced; we have gone to a consid- 
erable cost in carrying it on thus far, and it must 
be completed. 

Mr. VINTON said he believed that this appro- 
priation of $7,000 only made up the amount spe- 
cified in the original estimate. 

Mr. BAYLY said this was exactly true. Noth- 
ing more was asked than the amount it was origin- 
“7 estimated that the work would cost. 

he question was then taken, and the amend- 
— of the Senate was agreed to—ayes 75, noes 
47. 

The amendment of the Senate, appropriating 

£000 for continuing the improvement of the pub- 
ic grounds west of Seventh street, was considered 
and agreed to. 

The following amendment being under consid- 
eration, viz; 

* For enclosing with a substantial wooden fence, grading, 
and planting with trees, the low grounds onthe canal, be- 


tween ‘Third and Sixth streets, two thousand five hundred 
dohiars’?’— 


Mr. MARSHALL said he desired, before the 
vote was taken on this amendment, to offer an 
amendment. It was read, as follows, viz: 


“To complete the marine h«spital at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and to preserve the same in security, $5,000.”? 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out 
of order, as not germane to the clause proposed 


tu be amended. 
sted to his friend from Ken- 





Mr. BAYLY 8 
tucky to withdraw his amendment for the present, 
and to offer it at the end of the bill, after the 
ameadments of the Senate had been gone through. 
He was in favor of the object of the amendment. 
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Mr. MARSHALL said his object was only to 
et an opportunity of incorporating it in the bill. 

e would withdraw it for the present. 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

The question was then take on the amend- 


| ment of the Senate, and it was agreed to. 


The following additional section being under 
consideration, was read as follows, viz: 

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General he, and he is hereby, authorized to employ twenty- 
two additional clerks in the Post Office Department, viz: 
seven clerks each at an annual salary of foarteen hundred 
dollars, eight clerks each at an annual salary of twelve hun- 
dred dollars, and seven clerks each at an‘annual salary of 
one thousand dollars, and one additional watchmen, at a 
salary of three hundred and sixty five dollars. 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had instructed him to move that this 
amendment of the Senate be disagreed to. He 
would state very briefly the reasons which had 
induced the committee to come to this determina- 
tion. In another part of the bill an appropriation 
for temporary clerks for the Post Office Depart- 
ment had been introduced in compliance with the 
request of the Postmaster General. It is the in- 
tention of the Committee of Ways and Means, at 
the earliest opportunity, to report a bill to the 
House, the object of which is to regulate the ap- 
pointment of clerks in the various department: of 
the Government. It proposes to appoint a board 
of examiners, whose business it will be to exam- 
ine into the character and qualifications of all can- 
didates who may present themselves before they 
can be put into office. There are also other valu- 
able provisions contained in this bill. The com- 
mittee did not wish to sanction the appointment 
of any additional clerks until this bill should be 
brought before the House for its consideration. 

He was assured by officers who had much ex- 
perience that this bill was calculated to add greatly 
to the efficiency of the publicservice. The duties de- 
volved on clerks would be much better done, and 
the number of clerks might be reduced. It was the 
desire of the committee that no further appoint- 
ments should be made until this bill should be 
passed intoa law. [We had not the slightest doubt 
of the fact that the business of the Post Office 
Department required additional clerks. On this 
account, he was ready to admit that more clerks 
were necessary in that department. But he could 
not in behalf of the committee give a sanction to 
any further Pee appointments, until Con- 
gress should have passed the bill to which he had 
referred. 

Mr. PHELPS expressed his regret that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had adverted to this bill, and assigned it as a 
reason for refusing to sanction this section. He 
had no doubt that the bill alluded to was a very 
excellent one, but the fact that it was in prepa- 
ration did not, in any degree, obviate the evil 
which this section was inserted to remedy. The 
clerks which were admitted by the chairman of the 
committee to be necessary to carry on the public 
service may be granted now; and when that bill 
shall be passed, they may be placed on a permanent 
footing. But he would not consent, in view of the 
doubtrul contingency of the passage of that bill, to 
withhold from the officer at the head of the de- 
partment the force which was absolutely necessary 
to carry on the public business in the interim. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Pue rs yielding the floor) 
disavowed any intention to withhold the force 
which he knew was required by the department. 

Mr. PHELPS resumed. He knew that the 
force asked for by this section was absolutely ne- 
cessary. The department must have these clerks. 
He ) EY to the period when Mr. Kendal! ad- 
ministered the duties of the department. In 1836 
and 1837, he had tried the experiment of car- 
rying on the operations of the department with a 
diminished force; but it was found to be impossi- 
ble to keep up with the increasing business of the 
department without additional strength, and an 
application was made to Congress for nine addi- 
tional clerks. These clerks were granted as tem- 
porary clerks; and in 1842, by the act of July 
30th of that year, these nine clerks were added to 
the permanent force of the department, having 
been previously employed as temporary clerks, 
from the commencement of the year 1837, and paid 
by appropriations made for that special object 
from year to year. But, only a few days ago, 
Mr. Kendall had told him, that in 1836 he had not 
more clerks than were sufficient for the business 


“ig. 19, 


at thattime. ‘I asked him,” said Mr. 

**how many ought to be added now to ar : 

of the department.” Fle said, the increase of on 
force ought to beara just proportion to the j 
| crease in the business. 4 
|__Mr. P. went on to say that he had before 

him a comparative statement which would show 
how the business had increased since 1836. | 
1836, the number of mail-routes was 2,9)9. in 
1849, they bad increased to 4,943; showing an 
increase of 2,73} routes. The total number of 
contractors in 1836 was 1,682; in 1849 this num. 
ber had swelled up to 4,193—exhibiting an increnge 
of 2,51}. The number of post offices in 1836 was 
11,091; in 1849 the number was 28,134; and here 
| was an increase of 7,043. 
| Here, then, is an exhibit of the increase of the 
| business of this department sinee the year 1836 
| up to the present time. Phe Postmaster Genera} 

and his Assistants now require an additional force 
| to meet this increase of business. The Assi-tan: 
Postmaster General had stated to the committee 











that they needed the additional clerks specified in 
the section now under consideration; and that the 
were needed not for temporary service, but ag 
permanent clerks; and that these would be barely 
sufficient to bring up the business of the depart- 
ment to the close of the present fiscal year. 

The clerks in the Post Office Department, as he 
could testify from his own personal observation, 
rendered more efficient services to the public than 
any clerks empioyed in the other departments. 
They were kept more closely employed while ip 
the department, and they were employed during a 
quae’ number of hours. The business of the 

epartment had been greatly augmented by the 
register system, introduced by the act of 1836, 
requiring postmasters~to keep, at the end of such 
routes as the Postmaster General might designate, 
registers showing the exact times of the arrivals 
and departures of the mails, to be returned to the 
department at short and regular intervals. This 
system, it is true, was discontinued a few years 
ago, and it has only been since required that a reg- 
ular return shall be made of the failures of the 
mail. But the present Postmaster Gene ‘al has in- 
troduced the way-bill system. Besides the m- 
creased service in the old States, there is the mai} 
service in Oregon, Minnesota, California, New 
Mexico, and Utah, or Deseret. And in addition 
to all this, must be taken into view the vast in- 
crease which has taken place within the last two 
or three years in the foreign mail service. 

Mr. BAYLY (Me. Puevps yielding the floor) 
said it was very desirable to save time, in order 
that this bill might be carried to its passage to-day. 
And he begged to suggest to his friend from Mis- 
souri that there was no design to withhold the 
force which the Postmaster General required to 
carry on the operations of his department. The 
only question was as to the time when it should 
be granted. The Committee of Ways and Means 
only desired that he would wait until the bill ap- 
pointing examiners shonld be passed. There was 
no doubt at all that the committee was fully aware 
of the necessity which existed for these clerks, 
and would be ready to grant them when that bill 
had passed. 

Mr. PHELPS said he had no desire to protract 
the debate and delay the passage of this bill, and 
he would therefore refrain from saying more 
which he had intended to submit to the committee. 

Mr. VINTON expressed a strong doubt wheth- 
er the public service could wait for these additional 
clerks until the bill spoken of by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means should be 

assed. That bill required an examination by a 

oard into the qualifications of clerks; and when- 
ever it shall be reported, it will be found that it 
makes no provision for the appointment of any. 
It relates only to the manner in which the appoint- 
ments are to be regulated. That was the charac- 
ter of the bill—at Jeast such was the character of 
the bill during the last Congress, and he presumed 
it was the same now. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY moved to amend the sec- 
tion by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That the clerks appointed under the provisions 
of this act shall not, nor shall any one of them, be appointed 
from any State which has a full proportion of the patronage 
of this Government, taking into consideration the amount 
Sra St Renmei at te pao 
series has Uses catalined Sateen te Buia. 


Mr. MeG. said he would only detain the eommit. 
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tce while he gave one or two reasons in support of 
the amendment which he had offered. He be- 
lieved its adoption would have a greater tendency to 
correct the evil of having incompetent persons in 
public employ, than any Board of Examiners 
which could be appointed. He had had some ex- 

rience in relation to public offices, and he would 
tell the committee that if a Board of Examiners 
was instituted, to say who shall and who shall not 
be appointed to office, from that moment you ex- 
onerate the heads of departments from all respon- 
sibility as to the manner in which the subordinate 
duties may be performed. Congress calls for in- 
formation from the head of a department. He 
replies that he has not time to give the information 

ou ask for. You ask for the reason. His an- 
awer will be, “the Board of Examiners have 
forced on me a set of incompetent clerks, who are 
entirely independent of we; 1 cannot command 
them.”? And thus the public business will be en- 
tirely neglected, or, at best, very imperfectly per- 
formed. 

He desired .o see a reform in the mode of ap- 
pointing clerks, and now was the proper time to 
go into it. Now that there was a Whig Admin- 
istration he hoped to see this reform made, and 
he desired to see his Whig friends stand up, and 
back him in his efforts to bring it about. At 

sent the appointments are in the hands of the 
ods of deparuments, and it is in their power to 
make the clerks do their duty. But if you appoint 
a Board of Examiners, you exonerate the heads 
of departments from all responsibility. The wise 
way was, to leave the appointments where they 
are, and hold those who make them to their re- 
sponsibility for all failures in duty. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a question of order. Isa 
question relating to the regulation of the mode of 
appointment in order on a deficiency bill? 

he Chair decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY resumed. He had been 
asked by the gentleman from Pennsylvania near 
him, (Mr. Srevens,] if there was any proposition 
before the committee for the appointment of a 
Board of Examiners? He would answer ‘* No.”’ 
But he was replying to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, who wished to postpone the 
appointment of these clerks until Congress author: 
ized the appointment of such a board. His re- 
marks, therefore, were not inappropriate. He 
was Opposed to such a board. If he could not get 
an appointment which he might desire from the 
head of a department, he would go to the White 
House and make his demand. | 

Mr. SWEETSER (McGaveuer yielding) said | 
he had it from one of the colleagues of the gentle- | 
man that he had carried a complaint of this sort to | 
the head of the Government, and was told by the | 
President that he had selected the heads of depart- 
ments to make these appointments, and that he had 
full confidence in their discretion. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY resumed. He was not the 

rson alluded to by the gentleman from Ohio. 
f the President had given him such a reply, he 
would have brought his complaint to this House. 
If he-had gone-to the President with a request, and 
such a complaint of the conduct of the headsof de- 

rtments, and had been thus answered, he would 
ave denounced the President here and before his 
constituents. He, however, was not likely to be 
placed in such a position, for he had no ear for 
there private complaints here or elsewhere. é 

He was against a Board of Examiners, because 
it would take away the responsibility from the 
heads of departments. It had beenalleged that 
the d ts were full of drones of clerks; se- 
lected out of this District and the States of Virginia 
and Maryland, who receive their salaries for do- 
ing nothing. If so, let them be called to account, 
and treated as they deserve. But the citizens of 
this District and of Virginia and Maryland have 
a pene right to stick their noses in the public 
crib. 

It might be supposed that he had an unwilling- 
ness $6" truat his Whig friends with too much 
power, but no such motive had influenced him in 
submitting his amendment. He desired to see a 
reform.in the mode of appointing clerks, and he 
thought this was the most propitious moment to 
commence it. Hethought the amendmenta legiti- 
a a proper one, and that it ought to be 


Mr. SEDDON moved that the committee rise. 
Mr. BAYLY expressed a hope that the commit- 


tee would not rise, bat that the amendments might 
be disposed of without further debate. 

The motion was then negatived. a 

Mr. MORTON said he did not rise to inflict on 
the committee the punishment of a speech. But he 
should hold himself recreant to his duty if he did 
net stand up to defend his constituents against the 
calumnious charges of the gentleman who had just 
spoken. 

Or. McGAUGHEY (Mr. Morrow yielding) 
disclaimed any intention to calumniate the citizens 
of Virginia. He had taken his information om the” 
subject from the pages of the Blue Book. 

Mr. MORTON The Blue Book!| Why, ac- 
cording to the Blue Book, every man that is born, 
is born in Virginia. Virginia has no more than || 
her proper proportion in her share of the public 
offices. 

Mr. BAYLY. Will my friend allow me to 
state that three years ago, when a similar charge 
was made against Virginia, | took the trouble to 
institute a careful inquiry into the facts, and I 
found that so far from having more than her 
proportion of public offices, she had far less than 
she ought to have had. 

Mr. MORTON. Yes; she has less than she is 
entitled to. 

Mr. STRONG rose to a point of order. He 
submitted to the Chair that the argument of the 
gentleman from Virginia was not confined to the 
question before the committee, but, on the con- 


his own district, or else some one member of a 
State might run away with all the glory of the 
appointments for the State. 

The uestion being about to be put, Mr. Me~ 
GAUGHEY demanded tellers, and the demand 
being sustainedyMr. Bocock and Mr. Doncan 
were appointed tellers. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Me- 
Gaucney’s amendment, and decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 51, noes 82. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 
The committee then proceeded to consider the 
next amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the salaries pro- 
vided for in the second section of this act, and payable for 
the remainder of the fiscal year ending June thirveth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty, and for the whole year ending Jane 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, shall be paid out 
of any money in the weasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the words ‘‘and for the whole year 
ending June 30:h, 1851.” 

His object, he said, was to confine the appro- 
priation to the current year, and not to sanction 
the continuance of these clerks through another 

ear. 
r The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move some 


trary, had no reference to it, and was therefore | amendments to come in at the end of this section. 


out of order. 

The Cuarr did not entertain the point of order. || 
Mr. BAYLY requested his friend from Virginia 
not to protract this discussion, but to let the 

amendments be acted on. 

Mr. MORTON said he would conclude with a 
single remark. He would merely advert to a 
single fact in relation to this Blue Book. When 
he had gone to the department to procire an apoint- 
ment for one of his constituents, the reply was, || 














The amendments were sent to the Chair, to be 
read, as follows: 


“ Tosupply deficiency of appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of all the missions abroad, $10,000. 

“To supply deticiency ofappropriation for the payment of 
the judicial expenses of the Government for the remainder 
of the present fiscal year, $50,000. 

“ Be it it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to direct the transfer of the sum of 
$30,000 from any unexpended bilance of funds applica- 
bie to army subsistence, to supply deficiency in the Quarter- 
master’s Department, and for the tran-portation of supplies 


that Virginia had more than her proportionate |! of the army and the volunteers called into the service of 


number of clerks already. He had used every || 
effort in his power to have the Blue Book correct- | 


ed, but he had to give it up.” He found it could || 
He would assert, however, that 
| 


not be done. 
Virginia had not more than her proportion. 

Mr. CONRAD called for the reading of the 
amendment; and the amendment having been read, 
he inquired whether it was the purpose of the 
mover to put it out of the power of any representa- 
tive to obtain an appointment for a constituent 
who might happen to be here? He referred to the 
time when the 
in quest of office, when there were fifty to every 
one who is here now. He would be willing to 
pass a law empowering the Executive to give all the 
offices to persons living within this District, and if | 
Virginia and Maryland desired to have a slice 
they might. He was willing to give up all the 
claims of Louisiana. He had been written to in- 
quiring if there was any chance of obtaining an 
office here, if the writer should come on? And he | 
had replied that the inquirer had better stay 1 
home, for he would not make his expenses by 








coming here. The mover of this amendment, he | 


believed, had no provision in it for paying the ex- 
penses of disappointed applicants. He deprecated | 
this covetousness of office as degrading to the 
country, and tending to destroy the purity of elec- | 
tions. He would do everything in his power to | 
discourage it. He was willing to leave all these | 


appointments to office at the discretion of the Ex- || 


ecutive. 

Mr. BAYLY desired to make one suggestion. 
ff this proposition should be adopted, of which 
he had no expectation, the result would be that 
this bill would back to the Senate, where | 
it will lead toa discussion. It would be defeated | 
there, the bill would come back again to the House, 
and this delay would be detrimental, in the high- | 
est degree, to the public service. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY asked, what reason the | 
gentleman from Virginia had for saying the amend. | 
ment would be rejected in the Senate? 

Mr. BAYLY said he had just as much ground | 
for the supposition as any member might have. | 
It oa an amendifient irrelevant to the object of 
the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed a 





ouse was inundated with loafers || 


|| the United Statesin Texas and New Mexico.” 


Mr. JONES objected that these amendments 
were not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY replied that they were distinct and 
separate items, legitimately belonging to the de- 
ficiency bill. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendments were 
outof order, having no connection with the amend- 
ments of the Senate. They were new and inde- 
pendent propositions. 
| Mr. BAYLY stated, that if the Chair decided 
these amendments to be out of order, as the pub- 
| lic service would suffer oneereenety by their omis- 
| sion, he must appeal from the decision of the 
| Chair. 
| After some remarks on the point of order by 
| Messrs. VINTON, STEVENS of Pennay!vania, 
| JONES, and DUNHAM, the question was put, 
|“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
| judgment of the committee?” and was decided in 
| the affirmative, without a count. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, 
| The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise 
, and report the bill, and the motion being agreed to, 
| The committee rose and reported the bill and 
| amendment to the House. 
| On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, it was agreed 
| that when the House adjourns, it be till Monday 
next. 
| Mr, McDONALD moved that the House ad- 
| journ, and the question being put, the House 

refused to adjourn. 
| Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question on 
| concurring with the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union in their action on the Sen- 
| ate amendments. 
| The previous question received a second; and 
| the main question was ordered. 
| The SPEAKER said the main question would 
| be on concurring in the amendments of the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. GERRY moved that the House adjourn; 
| aud the question being put, it was disagreed to. 
| The first, second, third, fourth, and fifth amend- 
| ments of the Senate were concurred in. 
| The question now being on agreeing to the 


hope that the mover of the amendment would so || amendment appropriating $129,250 to supply the 


modi 


trict should have the right to nominate clerks for 


it as that every Representative from a dis- 


deficiency in the appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of the House of Representatives, 
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: Mr, JONES asked for the yeas and” nays. 
They were refused. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The appropriation for repairing the United. 


States steamers Jefferson, Hetzel, and Legaré, em- 
ployed in the coast‘surveyy being under consider- 
ation, : 

Mr. JONES asked for the ie and nays on 
agreeing to this amendment. They were refused. 

The question wag then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in. rat 

The question now ,being on coneurring in the 
amendment appropriating $213,000 to supply the 
deficiency in the contingent expenses of the Sen- 


ate, 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 
They were refused, 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in. : cake 

The House then concurred in the appropriation 
of $15,000 for the branch mint at New Orleans. 

The question now being on concurring in the 
amendment appropriating $747,523 30 to supply 
the deficiency in naval appropriation for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1849, 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
They were refused. ‘ 

Mr. WILDRICK moved that the House ad- 
journ. The question was put, and the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
and it was concurred in. 

The House then concurred with the Committee 
of the Whole in striking out the amendment of 
the Senate, appropriating $655 for contingent ex- 
penses in the First Auditor’s office. _ ; 

The question now being on concurring with the 
committee in their amendment to the Senate’s 
amendment, as follows, viz: 

* For the compensation of two watchmen to be employed 
in preserving the public grounds about the Capitol, at the 
rate of $355 per annum each, the sum of $730.” 

Mr. JONES said, as this amendment was to 
create two additional employees of the Govern- 
ment, he would ask ro and nays. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be 
first on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union in their amend- 
ment reducing the proposed pay from $730 to 
$365 per annum each. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

The House refused the yeas and nays on the 
question to agree to the Senate’s amendment as 
amended. — 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
as amended was agreed to. 

The question now being on concurring in the 
amendment spprenmanes $5,000 for the removal 
of the old and the erection of a new green-house— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for 
the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered. 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the House adjourn; 
on which motion, 

Mr. McDONALD called for tellers; and they 
were refused, 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to adjourn. | 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was concurred in—yeas 76, nays 68; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Anterson, Bennett, Briggs, 
Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
BR. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Col- 
cock, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Duncan, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, unter, Wil- 
liam T. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Matteson, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Pitman, Patnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 
John B, Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, Wentworth, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—76. 

NAYS— Messrs, Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bingham, Boceck, Booth, William . Brown, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Jose 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Deberry, Dimmick, Dun- 
ham, Featherston, Fitch, Gerry, Green, Hall, Haralson, 
Harlan, Sampeon W. Harris, Hibvard, Howard, Hubberd, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johneon, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sare, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Marshall, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 
McGaughey, MeLanahan, Robert M, McLane, McMullen, 
MeQueen, McWillie, Millson, Morris, Parker, Peaslee, 
Peck, Phelps, Robbins, Sa », Shepperd, Stetson, Thomus, 
Jacod ‘Thompson, Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Woodward—68. 
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The House then concurred in the other amend- 
ments, without a division. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the vote on concur- 
ring in the amendments be reconsidered, and that 
that motion be laid on the table. 
~ Mr. THOMPSON said the motion was unne- 
cessary, and it was not pressed. Then, 

On motion, the House adjourned till Monday 
next. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: A memorial of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania interested in the maoufacture of iron, 
asking Congress for the insertion of such provisions in our 
revenue laws as will “regulate commerce with foreign 
nations” in iron, and also that such duties be imposed upon 
foreign iron as will bring the largest revenue to the public 
treasury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Columbia county, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against the manner in which the 
duties on iron are laid, and asking for a modification of 
those duties. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Victor Morass, praying 
for the passage of an act to authorize him to enter a certain 
quantity of Jand. 

Also, the petition of J. R. Hall and others, for a new post- 
route from Quincy to Algausee, in Branch county, Michi- 

an. 
é Also, the petition of Lewis Darrah and others, for a re- 
duction of letter postage to two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: A memorial of offi- 
cers of the American army, in Oregon Territory, asking 
increase of pay, &c. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: Two memorials of citizens of 
Muskingum county, Ohio, for the establishment of sn agri- 
cultural bureau. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 13, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw certain papers from the files of 
the House for the purpose of reference to the de- 
partments. , 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose and said he had re- 
ceived several joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Texas, which he asked the unanimous consent 
to offer, for the purpose of moving their reference 
and printing. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he would move, then, 
to suspend the rules for their reception. 


DELEGATES FROM NEW MEXICO AND DES- 
ERET. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to 
the ane from Texas that his motion to sus- 
pend the rules is not now in order. A motion is 
now pending to suspend the rules of the House, 
made on Monday last, by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrone,] which is the first 
business in order this morning. It is moved by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the rules of 
the House be suspended, in order to enable him to 
offer a resolution making the reports of the Com- 
mittee on Elections in the cases of Deseret and New 
Mexico the special order for the 15th instant, and 
from day to day until disposed of. The question 
is on the suspension of the rules for this purpose. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, inquired, in 
case the rules were now suspended, if the suspen- 
sion would continue for the entire day ? 

The SPEAKER. Notatall. ‘The motion is 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to make the 
motion indicated. 

Mr. STRONG. I desire to say, if the rules are 
suspended, | shall modify the resolution by fixing 
the 22d instant for the special order, and to be 
continued from day to day. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman proposes, 
then, to introduce a resolution making the reports 
of the Committee on Elections, in the cases of 
Deseret and New Mexico, the special order for the 
22d instant, and from day to day until disposed of. 
The question is on suspending the rules for this 


ngs 
he question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 83, noes 35. 
So, two-thirds young the affirmative, the rules 
t 


were suspended, and the resolution was received. 
The question, being on its adoption, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, without a division. 
So the reports of the Committee on Elections, in 

| the cases of the eiections from New Mexico and 


Deseret, were made the special orde * 
instant, and until disposed of. © for the 22 

Me. BRIGGS THE MINT. 

r. asked the unanimo 
the House to introduce a coalialeg. net 

The SPEAKER, It willbe reported for inform. 
ation. 

Mr. CASEY objected, and called 
SOEREER. tha aaron 
e ER. The regular order is ¢ 
of the States for egroletione. The jin 
New York moves to suspend the rules, to offer 
the following resolution, which will be reported 

for information: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire 
into the expediency of so modifying the existing laws estab. 
lishing the mint of the United States, as to provide for the 
prompt coinage of bullion and gold dust, accumulating in the 
United States, or seeking the mints of Europe for coinage - 
and that they have leave toeport by bill or otherwise, 

Mr. CASEY renewed his objection. 

The question, being on the suspension of the 
rules, was taken, and decided in the affirmative, 

So the rules were suspended and the resolution 
was received. 

The question being on its adoption, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS OF TEXAS. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now renewed his request for 
the unanimous consent of the House to enable 
him to offer certain joint resolutions of Texas, 
for the purpose of moving their reference and 
amon. * 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules for the reception of the resolutions. 

The resolutions relate to extending the civil 
jurisdiction of the State of Texas over the south 

alf, and criminal jurisdiction over the whole 
of Red River; to procuring the passage of a law 
by the Congress of the United States, granting pen- 
sions to certain persons who suffered in the Texas 
revolution, or to their indigent widowsand children; 
instructing their Senatorsand requesting their Rep- 
resentatives in Congress upon the subject of the 
United States district court for Texas. 

The question was taken on the suspension of 
the rules, and decided in the negative—ayes 45, 
noes not counted. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lutions were not received. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS FOR ALABAMA. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 

Messrs. CASEY and SACKETT objected, and 
called for the regular order of business. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move a suspension of the 
rules to enable me to offer the resolution, and | 
ask that it be read for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Joint resolution instructing the Secretary of State to fur- 
nish the State of Alabama with duplicates of the books 
and documents heretofore supplied by Congress, and which 
were destroyed by the recent burning of the State Capitol 
of said State. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. : 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
was received. 

The resolution having been read a first and 
second time— 

Mr. JONES inquired of the gentleman from 
Alabama, if he had ascertained whether these 
books were on hand, or whether the resolution 
would make it necessary to reprintthem? 

Mr. HARRIS. I am unable to communicate 
the information which the gentleman asks for. 
move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, where the investigation 
can be made. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the resolution by 
instructing the Committee on the Judiciary ‘o 
inquire whether the books were on hand, or it 
would be necessary to reprint them? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT WHITEHALL. 


Mr. PHCENIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill of which he had 
given previous notice. OT Si 

The title of the bill was reported for information, 


as follows: 
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State of New York, and a port of entry at White- 
hall, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CASEY objected to all these matters, and 
called for the regular order of business. 

Mr. PHGENIX moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended 
and the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, for the fur- 
ther consideration of the California message. 

Mr. BURT called for tellers, who were ordered; 
and Mr. Savace and Mr. Fow er were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 59, noes 80. 

So the House refused to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
was the call of the States for resolutions, but the 
Chair could not call the regular order as long as 
gentlemen were one after another moving to sus- 
pend the rules. 


INCREASE OF RANK AND FILE OF ARMY. 


Mr. BURT. I rise to ask the general consent 
of the House 

Mr. PRESTON KING, (in hisseat.) I object. 

Mr. BURT. I hope to get the consent of the 
gentleman from New York. I made him an ex- 
ception in my mind, but still I trusted that the con- 
sent of the House might be general. I desire to 
bring before the House, for its consideration at an 
early day, a bill reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, providing for the defence of the 
frontier of our country. I am sure, if the House 
could be made to understand the condition of that 
frontier 

The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman that debate was not in order. 

Mr. BURT. I move to make the bill reported 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, entitled “ A 
bill to increase the rank and file of the army and 
encourage enlistments,”’ the special order for to- 
morrow, and from day to day until disposed of. 
If objection is made, | shall move a suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected, for the reason 
(he said) that the States might be called in order, 
and all have an equal chance for offering resolu- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

And the question being taken, 

The SPEAKER stated that the noes had it by 
the sound. 

Messrs. KAUFMAN and BURT called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question, “‘ Shall the rules of the House be 
suspended ?’’ was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 88, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Aver- 
ett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Burrows, 
Burt, E. C. Cabell, Cartter, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, 
Coleock, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Duncan, Feather- 
ston, Fuller, Gentry, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
Holliday, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 
Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Levin, Marshall, 
Mason, McCiernand, McDonald, McGaughey, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meacham, Mill- 
son, Moore, Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Ogte, Orr, 
Outlaw, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Rumsey, School- 
craft, Seddon, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, William 
, Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Vin- 

ton, Wallace, Watkins, Whittlesey, and Wilson—88. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Jo- 
seph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Cleveland, W. 
f R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Sa thee Dun- 
} ham, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Gerry, Gott, Gould, Greene, 
Hallowa: Ham » Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Ju- 
lian, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
; Matteson, McDowe i McLanahan, Meade, Newell, Olds, 
Otis, Peck, Phenix, Pitinan, Potter, Putnam, Risley, Root, 
Rose, Ross, eae Sawtelle, A. H. Stephens, 
Strong, Sweetser, % 
Wildrick, Williams, Winthrop, and Wood— 
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So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
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A bill to establish a collection district in the 


THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- 
mous congent of the House to offer a resolution, 
which was read forinformation. The resolution 
proposed that the bills reported from the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia should be made 
the special order for the second Tuesday in June, 
and for each succeeding day thereafter until they 
should have been finally disposed of. 

The SPEAKER inquired of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] what bills the resolu- 
tions contemplated ? 

Mr. BROWN said, all the bills relating to the 
District of Columbia, which had been reported 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BROWN moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended, to enable him to introduce the reso- 
lution. 

Some conversation followed, on the right of the 
Chair, of which nothing was heard on the left. 

Mr. SACKETT called for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had already 
stated that motions to suspend the rules were in 
order to-day. If, therefore, a gentleman rose and 
moved a suspension of the rules, the motion was 
in order. 

Mr. INGE was understood to invite the Speaker 
to state whether it was not the practice of the 
House to set apart certain days for the considera- 
tion of business relating to the District of Colum- 


bia. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the House, that it has been fre- 
uently done. That it has always been done, the 
Chair cannot state. But it is within the knowl- 
edge of the Chair, that the House had very fre- 


quently set apart days for the consideration of 


business relating to the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BROWN. I find that there is a misappre- 
hension on the part of gentlemen in this quarter 
of the House, as to the day which the resolution 


designates. Some gentlemen suppose that the 
day is the same which has heretofore been set 
apart for the consideration of the bounty-land bill. 
This is a mistake. The day proposed by my reso- 

e District of Columbia, 
is the second Tuesday in June. The day already 
set apart for the consideration of the bounty-land 


lution for the business of t 


bill, is the third Tuesday in June. 


The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 


was then taken, and decided in the negative. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


lution was not introduced. 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 


Mr. HAMPTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the 


establishment of an Agricultural bureau. 
Mr. CONGER rose and objected. 


him to introduce the resolutions. 


thirds not voting therefor.) 


lutions were not introduced. 
LUMBER. 


resolution, which was read for information: 


entered at the custom-houses 
Canada frontier. 


Objection was made. 
resolution. 


tive. ‘ 


lution was not received. 
MINNESOTA TERRITORY. 


rules were not suspended, and the motion was not 
entertained. 








| 






Mr. HAMPTON moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 


The question, ‘‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?” 
was then taken, and decided in the negative, (two- 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the following 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to report to this House how, and at what prices, sawed and 
other lumber, paying ad varolem duty, is estimated when 
of the United States un the 


Mr. LA wer that the rules of the ego be 
8 ‘or the of enabli im to in- 
remeron 


And the question was taken, and decided in the 
the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


Mr. SIBLEY asked the ufianimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making provision by law 
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for granting to the legislative assembly of Minnesota terri- 
tory, the right to prolong its next annual session to a period 
of ninety days, for the purpose of enabling it to perfect a 
code of laws for said territory. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. ROOT objected to its introduction. - 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that therules be suspended, 
to enable him to introduce the resolution. 

And the question, “Shall the rules be sus- 
pended ?”’ was taken, and decided in the negative, 
(two-thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were. not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


NEWSPAPERS-—FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. JACKSON, of New York, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Flouse to introduce the follow- 

ing resolution; which was read for information: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to report to the House, on the first 
Tuesday of June next, or sooner, if practicable, a bill grant 
ing the free transmission by mail of newspapers within the 
county in which published, or any distance not exceeding 
fifty miles from the place of publication ; and also, for abol- 
ishing the franking privilege, except in those cases where 





| ithas been granted to individuals, or to the widows of indi- 


uals who have distinguished themselves by eminent servi- 
ces to their country. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. JACKSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to introduce it. 

And the question, ‘Shall the rules be suspended ?’’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative, (two- 
thirds not voting therefor.) 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that if the 
States were not to be called for resolutions, it was 
scarcely worth while that the day should be con- 
sumed in ineffectual motions to suspend the rules. 
It would be better, he thought, that the House 
should resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and he moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended for that purpose. 


DEBATE ON THE CALIFORNIA BILL. 


Mr.STANLY rose, he said, toa privileged mo- 
tion. It was his intention to introduce a resolu- 
tion providing for the termination of the debate on 
the California bill. The House was now thin, 
and he would not, therefore, offer the resolution at 
this time, but he gave notice that he would do so 
to-morrow. 

‘CALIFORNIA. 


The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. McLane, of Maryland, that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The affirmative vote was declared to be 80. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, (and Mr. Ocie, 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. W apo, of Connecticut, 
were appvuinted. ) 

The question was then again taken, and the 
motion was decided in the affirmative—ayes 82, 
noes 61. 

Mr. OTIS inquired of the Speaker, whether a 
vote of two-thirds was not required? 

The SPEAKER said, by a rule of the House, 
the vote of a majority only was required to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boxp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special message of 
the President of the United States transmitting the 
constitution of California. 

Mr. CLARKE was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour. His 
remarks were directed, in a great measure, toa 
review of the comparative advancement of the 
slave and the free States, in all things which tend 
to elevate nations in the great scale of civilization 
and improvement. 

Whilst referring, in this connection, to the State 
of Virginia— 

Mr. HAYMOND interposed, and asked leave 
to say 4 row words. 

Mr. CLARKE declined to yield the floor. 
Once for all, he said, I will say to the gentleman, 
that I will lend him my breakfast if [am hungry; 
my umbrella if it rains; but, as regards my night 
for one hour to this floor, for which | have for 
weeks past been playing leap-frog here, | cannot 
give him any portion of that. (Mr. C.’s speech 
will ae found in the Appendix.} 
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Mr, ©. having concluded— 

Mr. SAVAGE obtained the floor, but yielded 
for a moment to 

Mr. ORR, who desired, he said, to correct the 
gentieman from New York [Mr. Cueonet es to 
one fact. The State of South Carolina, Mr. O. 
was understood to say, had made an appropriation 
for the purpose of compensating Mr. Whitney for 
his invention. 

Mr SAVAGE addressed the committee upon 
the slavery question. He exposed and denounced 
as aggressions and usurpations the efforts of the 
North to exclude the South from the territories; 
reviewed in a strain of invective what he consid- 
ered the hypocritical pretensions and nefarious acts 
of the Free-Soilers, and urged the defence of south- 
ern rights ** at all hazards and to the last extrem- 
ity.”’ He did not despair of an adjustment of the 
disputed questions growing out of the subject of 
slavery, but expressed the hope that they would 
be fairly met and fairly settled. He objected to the 
admission of California with her present bounda- 
ries and present constitution, but intimated that he 
might be induced to vote for it, if coupled with 
bills establishing territorial governments over the 
remaining territories containing no provision on 
the subject of slavery. {His speech will be found 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. 8S. having concluded— 

Mr. MEACHAM next obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion of 

Mr. ROOT, that the committee rise. 

The motion being agreed to—ayes 63, noes 34— 
the committee rose and reported. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the House | 


again resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, referring to the fact that the vote 
just taken showed that a quorum was not present, 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said, in making the mo- 
tion to go back into committee he did uot wish to 
force the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Meacn- 
aM] to speak this evening; there were other gen- 
tlemen who would be glad to occupy the floor. 

Mr. CLEVELAND proposed to move that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at 
eleven o’clock. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order. 


‘The question was put on the motion to adjourn, 
and agreed to. 
The House accordingly adjourned: 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. HENRY: The petition of J. A. Bogue and 100 

other citizens of Chittenden, Rutland ceunty, Vermont, 
raying that the seat of the General Government be removed 
rom the District of Columbia, uniess slavery aud the slave 

trade be prohibited therein. 

Also, the petition of the same and 106 others of the same 
place, that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited by 
law in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same and 104 others, of the same 
place, that no State be hereafter admitted into the Union the 
constitution of which d es not expressly prohibit slavery. 

Also, the petition of Dan Dike und 102 others of the same 
place, that persons claimed as fugitive slaves may only be 
delivered te claimants upon the finding of ony. 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT: The petution of John Laucks 
and vther citizens of Sharon Springs, New York, in tavor 
of establishing a muil-roate from Canajoharie to Sharon 
Center. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia: The petition of citizens 
of Telfair, Montgomery, and Laurens counties, Georgia, for 
a mail-route from Dubdtin to Jacksonville. 

Also, the petition ef citizens'of Montgomery and Tatnall 
counties, Georgia, for the establishment of a mail-route from 
Mount Vernon te Reidsville. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Lewis L. Pratt and 245 
other citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying 
Congress to establish a mail-route from Fredonia to Villa- 
novia in said county. 

By Mr. MORTON: The memorial of Thomas Davis, 
praying for a pension. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 13, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. of the Senate laid 
before the body a communication from the De- 

arument of War, made in compliance with a reso- 
lode of the Ist instant, calling for the report of 
Captain Marcy, of his expedition from Fort Smith, 
Arkanses, to Santa Fé, &e., stating that the vo- 
juminous report of Captain Marcy had been trans- 
mitted to the House of Representatives, on the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


18th of February Jast, and was ordered to be 
printed, but intimating that, if the Senate required 
a manuscript copy of the report, it would be fur- 
nished as soon as practicable. 

Also, a communication from the same depart- 
ment, made in compliance with a resoldtion of the 
26th March last, calling for the extent and value 
of the commerce on Lakes Michigan and Superior, 
&c., which, on motion of 

Mr. WALKER, was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. TURNEY presented the memorial of E. 
P. Hale, late assistant surgeon to the second regi- 
ment of Tennessee volunteers, in the late war with 
Mexico, asking to be allowed extra pay and bounty 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Samuel R. Butterworth, asking compensation for 
his services in carrying the mail; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens of Indiana, held at Bowling 
Green, in that State, in favor of a law allowing 
bounty land to the officers and soldiers of the last 
war with Great Britain, and to those who served 
in the various Indian wars since the Revolution; 
which were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of citizens 
of Indiana, in behalf of William A. Mott, a aoldier 
in the Black Hawk war, asking that he may be 
allowed bounty land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RUSK presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, and other places, in favor of a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage, which, with the peti- 
tions on the files of the Senate, were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. WALKER. I beg leave to present the 


memorial of certain citizens of Georgetown, some 
of whom | am assured are among the most re- 
spectable citizens of that place. They pray a re- 
organization in the judiciary of the District of 
Columbia. I took occasion the other day, when 
discussing another matter, to say that I should at 
an early day introduce a bill to reorganize the ju- 
diciary of this District. It appears, sir, that the 
conduct of the judiciary has become intolerable to 
the people, and the last crowning act seems to 
have been the striking of a very honorable, high- 
minded, and talented gentlenfan, Mr. May, from 
the list of attorneys, by the Circuit Court of the 
District. That seems to have been the crowning 
act, and the people are beginning to speak for 
themselves, and to send in their petitions. I am 
aware that there are in the Senate, to be presented 
this morning, two other petitions, and similar doc- 


| uments are likely to flow in upon us in very great 


numbers. I present this one; and move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on the Judiciary, and I also 
give notice that I shall to-morrow, or some subse- 
quent day, introduce a bill to carry out the views 
of the memorialists. 

I wish, however, in justice to myself and to one 
individual, to say, that the remarks which I have 
made in no sense whatever apply to the venerable 
Chief Justice Cranch. He is held in high eati- 
mation by the citizens of the District, and by all 
who know him; and these memorialists ask Con- 
gress in the reorganization of the judiciary to 
make provision for him. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Washington county, in the District of Colum- 
bia, asking a reorganization of the Judiciary of 
the District of Columbia; which was refer to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of citizens 
of Washington county, in the District of Colum- 
bia, setting forth that the trial by jury is practi- 
cally abolished by the Associate Judges that now 
compose the circuit court, and that from the pres- 
ent old and infirm system of jaws, and other 
causes, it has become expedient to reorganize, 
new model, and improve our judicial institutions; 
that they submit the details to the wisdom of Con- 
gress, trusting that whatever changes may be 
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made, a suitable provision will be appen 

our venerable chief justice, on account of ta 
usefal, and emirent services; which was refétres 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

_Mr. PRATT presented two memorials a 
citizens of Washington county, in the Distric; of 
Columbia, in favor of a reorganization of the Jy 
diciary of the District of Columbia; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of the cit 
council of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking the erection of 
a marine hospital at that place; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In. 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Thomas Snodgrass, asking the reimbursement 
of expenses incurred in the removal of the Chero. 
kee Indians, submitted a report, which was or. 
er to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief, 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims 
to which was referred the memorial of Eugene 
Van Ness and John N, Burch, executors of Ne- 
hemiah Brush, for property destroyed by the 
United States troops in Florida, made an adverse 
report on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
James J. Stark, of Florida, asking for a donation 
of land under the armed occupation act, made an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

eo; from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolutions of the Legislature of In- 
diana, in relation to a grant of land for the use of 
the University of Indiana, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill to supply the deficiency in the township of 
land granted by Congress to the State of Indiana 
by an act approved 19th April, 1816, for the use 
of a State seminary of learning; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMI‘''H, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Sydney S, Alcott, submitted a report, which was 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of John L. Hayes and others, reported 
against printing the same; which was concurred in. 

Also, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
which was referred the memorial of Major D. Le 
Lamogne, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. 


THE CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The select 
committee upon the census have instructed me to 
report back the bill of the Senate, which was re- 
turned from the House of Representatives with 
various amendments, some of which the commit- 
tee recommend agreement to, and to others disa- 
greement. 

1 wish now simply to state that the committee, 
thinking that this was e measure which ought to 
be acted upon immediately, proposed that I should 
move the Senate to take it up to-day, as soon as 
the report was made,in order that it might be 
acted upon atonce. But, sir, I perceive, upon 
coming into the Senate, that it is understood that 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,} will ad- 
dress the Senate upon this occasion, and believ- 


} ing that the committee would be unwilling to 


frustrate his arrangements, or to disappoint the 
audience, | will venture to presume that the com- 
mittee would, if the matter waa laid before them, 
make a different disposition of it. I will ask, 
therefore, that the bill be made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow at half past 12 o’clock, in 
order that it may be acted upon immediately. 
While up, I will make one more remark. 

amendments to which | have referred relate prin- 
cipally to different portions of the bill. The House 
of Representatives, however, have added several 
sections to the bill that are of an i ant char- | 
acter, and which go, sir, to dispose of the Federal 
representation by a permanent law. They pro- 
pose that the number of representatives in the 
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of Representatives, unless Congress shall 
rai dele, shall herder be a hundred 
od thirty-three, and they have made a provision 
od they furthermore make this law a permanent 
yw hereafter, unless Congress shall otherwise 


ide. . 
wr hrow out these suggestions in order that the 
,mendments may be understood and their import- 
ance realized. And now, sir, having made these 
marks | send the bill with the report of the com- 
nittee to the Chair, and move that it be made the 
wecial order of the day for to-morrow at half past 
o'clock, in the expectation that it will be then 
ken up and proceeded with until it shall be 


adopted. ‘ 
The motion was agreed to. 


cLAIM OF WILLIAM COLLINS AND PETER G. 
WASHINGTON. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to make a report 
fom the Committee of Claims, and as I have been 
requested to solicit the Senate to act upon the re- 
ort immediately, | beg leave to make a prelimi- 
nary remark or two, The gentleman from Vir- 
ginta [Mr. Mason] referred to the Committee of 
Claims a resolution proposing to pay Mr. Wash- 
ineton and Mr. Collins $750 each for extra ser- 
rices rendered in examining the claims of Roddy, 
Carter, and others, which were referred to Messrs. 
Washington and Collins by a resolution of the 
Senate. These gentlemen have performed that 
service, and according to the investigations made 
by the committee, they required a little more than 
four months to complete the task assigned to them, 
out of office hours. The committee have thought 
it reasonable to allow them at the rate of $100 
ech per month for this extra service. This sum 
is proposed by the resolution to be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. The claim of 
Messrs. Roddy, Carter, and so forth, embraced || 
nany millions of dollars. They were contractors 
during the war of 1812, and furnished supplies. 
Various efforts have been made to settle their ac- 
counts, and the services of these gentlemen will 
probably bring that account to a close. They were, | 
us| have stated, employed somewhere about four | 
months. The resolution proposed originally to 
slow them $750 each. That would be at the rate 
of $2,250 per annum extra pay, $3,000 per annum 
being the regular salary allowed them; so that they 
vould be receiving pay at the rate of upwards of 
(5,000 per annum. 

| hope the friends of the resolution, as it origin- 
illy stood, will allow this resolution to pass this 





morning, and if they think additional compensa- 
ton is due these claimants they can introduce a 
resolution to that effect hereafter. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, what is the 
sate of the question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This resolution | 
has been read a first and second time, and referred 
io the Committee of Claims, who have reported it 
back with an amendment to strike out the words 
"$750"? and insert ‘* $413” in liew thereof. | 

Mr. HUNTER. Did | understand the Senator | 
fom Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoon] as suggestin 
that this resolution should be allowed to pass, an 
then another resolution be offered giving additional 
tompensation ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (in his seat.) That was 
he suggestion. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. ‘President, I know that 
hese gentlemen are only anxious to get what is 
justly due to them, but they have good authority 
fr saying that they are entitled to more than it is 
proposed by the committee to give them. I have 
kters in my possession on this subject. One of 
them is from Mr. Walker, late Secretary of the 
Treasury, who says that they should be allowed 
1,250; another from Mr. McCulloch, the late 
Comptroller, who says that they should beallowed 
1,000; and also from Mr. Whittlesey, the present 
Comptroller. There is, I think, some misappre- 
tension on the part of the Committee of Claims, 
for | have understood that these gentlemen had six 
months? labor at this work. I know myself that it 
vas a very voluminous claim, and would take a 
great deal of time to examine. I believe it involved 
uestions of the whole southern expenditure of the 

ar Department for something like two years. 
They had to look through this vast mass of papers 
ind examine testimony, and those gentlemen to 
Vhose letters I have referred, say that they have 
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cedent has been to pay officers thus employed a 
monthly per centage, according to the rate paid to 
them per annum, and at sucha rate | believe it 
would amount to about $1,000. 1 shall move as 
an amendment that that be the sum paid to them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the committee is not now before the 


Chair. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I intended when I was 
up to have moved to take it into consideration, 
and, unless the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Hunter] wishes it to lie over till another day, I 
will move to take up the resolution, as amended 
by the committee, now. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 have no wish that it should 
lie over. I will offer the amendment I have just 
given notice of, and leave it to be voted upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the committee, 
to strike out “ ie and insert “ $413.” 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out “* $413”” 
and insert ** $1,000.’’ I do not intend to make any 
remarks, but I wish that the letters from. gentle- 
men connected with the department, to which I 
have referred, may be read, that gentlemen may 
know what the work is. 

The Secretary read the letters from Mr. Walk- 
er and Mr. McCulloch, referred to by Mr. Hun- 
TER. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the Senate will listen 
to the statement which I am about to make I will 
be very brief. I think it was onthe 9th of August, 
1848, that the Senate passed the resolution referring 
this claim to Messrs. Washington and Collins for 
investigation and adjustment. After the passage 
of the resolution these gentlemen advertised that, 
on the 5th or 6h of October following, persons in- 
terested in the claim, agents, attorneys, and so 
forth, were to appear before them, and commence 
the investigation. I asked one of the commission- 
ers whether anything had been done subsequent to 
the passage of the resolution and prior to the date 
fixed for the meeting of the commissioners, agents, 
attorneys, &c. His answer to that, in substance, 
was, that the papers had been collected between 
those dates, and I did not understand from him 
that anything else had been done but the collection 
of the papers. The papers were here in Washing- 
ton, and therefore I regard the trouble of collecting 
the papers as amounting to nothing. The time, 
then, which elapsed between the meeting, accord- 
ing to the advertisement, in the early pagt of Octo- 
ber, and the making up and rendering the report 
in February following, was four monthsand a few 
days. The committee thought proper, for this 
extra labor, to allow these gentlemen at the rate of 
$100 per month, making altogether $413 and some 
odd cents when the extra days are considered. 
Now, sir, I think that that is enough, and I will 
only state the basis upon which my judgment is 
formed, and then leave gentlemen to judge for 
themselves. I admit, sir, that members of Con- 
gress are hardly as valuable as some other officers 
that we have, but still | am not willing to under- 
rate my own services so far as to pay auditors 
double and treble what I receive myself. 

Now, sir, the allowance which we have made 
to these gentlemen will, with the salary of $3,000 
which they received out of the public treasury, 
pay them at the rate of $11 53 per day, and the 
resolution, as offered to be amended by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] would pay 
them at the rate uf $16 44 per day. | am not 
willing to acknowledge that my own services to 
the country, in comparison with the services of 
these gentlemen, ought to be depreciated more 
than one-third, and I cannot see why $11 53 per 
day is not sufficient pay for these gentlemen. 
Some members of the committee even thought 
that when the resolution of the Senate passed they 
might have taken the matter up and acted upon it 
in office hours, or if they found the performance 
of this duty during office hours incompatible with 
the regular duties imposed on them during that 
time, they might have declined the service alto- 

ether. For my own part, | am glad that they 
ave rendered this service, but I think that the 
rate of over $11 per day is sufficient compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will only detain the Sena'e 
while | make a remark in relation to one fact. It 
seems that the Senator from Kentucky bases his 
opinion that four months was the time during 


often seen them working late at night. The pre- |} which these gentlemen were employed, upon a 





985 


statement made by one of the commissioners. 
Now, | know that they were engaged for six 
months, and very laboriously engaged; and | have 
no doubt, therefore, that the honorable Senator is 
laboring under some mistake in regard to that 
matter. I refer, again, to the opinion of the late 
Secretary and Comptroller of the Treasury as to 
the value of these services. I know that it wasa 
very laborious case, and one that required a great 
deal of time, and it was one that no lawyer would 
have undertaken, if it had been referred to chan- 
cery, for a sum less than this. I will not, how- 
ever, detain the Senate any longer. 

Mr. HALE. lam opposed to the amendment, 
and I am opposed to the re’oluiion—the whole of 
it. Itis all wrong; decidedly wrong; and wrong 
in more than one aspect, | think it is wrong to 
pay the salaries of the public auditors out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. I think we have 
gone a great way with this contingent fund. We 
have paid a pension out of it. e actually pen- 
sioned, during the present session, one of the 
laborers about the Capitol, who got wounded in 
some service here, out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, and now here is a proposition to pay 
the Auditors of the Treasury Department, for ser- 
vices which they have rendered as auditors, out 
of the contingent fund of the Senate. If, sir, as 
auditors of the Treasury, they have performed 
public service for which they have not been suffi- 
ciently remunerated, the proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate mode of compensating them is by a gen- 
eral law, or by a law which would have the sanc- 
tion of both Houses of Congress. I am opposed 
also to the notion that the day may be divided off 
from nine o’clock till three o’clock, and that the 
three thousand dollars a year which these genile- 
men get, only pays them for six hours out of the 
twenty-four, and that if anything is required to be 
done out of these hours, they are to expect exira 
pay for it. Itisall wrong. Why, sir, we have 
a great many judges in the different States, who 
receive less compensation than this, that find all 
their hours “ office hours,” sometimes late into 
the night, and all their days ** office days.”’ I re- 
member, sir, some years ago, | had occasion in 
the other House to notice a measure, which after- 
wards became a law, for paying the officers of the 
Treasury, in addition to their regular salaries, for 
signing their names to Treasury bills. I believe 
it was a cent each time—by which they received 
eight hundred to a thousand dollars in addition to 
the salariés which they received as officers of the 
Treasury. Now, I think the whole thing is wrong 
—totally wrong. If the salaries paid by law are 
not sufficient, we ought to raise the rate of com- 
pensation, and it should not be done in this way 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 1! will 
not call for the yeas and nays, but | move to lay 
the whole subject on the table, 

Mr. BADGER. Will the gentleman withdraw 
his motion fora moment? It would be better to 
call for the yeas and nays than to cut off all dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BADGER. I! am opposed to both the 
amendments proposed to this resolution, and [am 
in favor of the resolution as it was originally intro- 
duced into the Senate. In the first place it ie evi- 
dent that these gentlemen are entitled to compen- 
sation; they have performed duties which did not 
belong to their official connection with the Govern- 
ment, and no more n can be given why these 
gentlemen should fot be paid for the performance 
of these duties than if they had discharged these 
same duties not being officers of the Government 
atall. Where an officer discharges duties called 
for by a resolution of the Senate as such, not fall- 
ing within his appropriate official duties, 1 cannot 
understand the reasoning by which it is asserted 
that he has no just claim for compensation for 
performing these services. I therefore think that 
these individuals ought to be paid. The sole dif- 
ference between the proposition of the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. DppcaWosel and that of the 
Senator from Virginia |Mr. Hunter] is as to the 
amount to be paid, and to my mind it seems the 
safest course to take the resolution as it was 
originally introduced, ($750,) rejecting the amend- 
ment proposing to enlarge it and that proposing to 
reduce it. 

Now, as to the fund from which this claim is to 
be paid. It seems to me that the only appropriate 
mode of paying these gentlemen is out of the con- 
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tingent fund of the Senate. They have performed 
duty at the instance of the Senate, a by di- 
rection of Congress. They have performed a duty 
under a resolution-of the Senate, not under a law. 
They have done that which their official duties did 
not demand from them, at the request, under the 
authority, by the direction, and for the benefit of 
the Senate. Now I think that it was for pur- 

oses like this that the contingent fund is intended. 

tis intended for paying precisely demands of this 
character, for services rendered under the order of 
the Senate, for the benefit of the Senate, and there- 
fore to be paid for by the Senate. I am taking up 
more time on this subject than | should otherwise 
do, because | wish to call attention to what [ think 
a mistaken view of the subject. If the view of 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare] be 
correct, then if the Senate calls upon anybody to 
perform services for them, the Senate cannot pay 
for these services without the consent of the House 
of Representatives, and we shall be placed in this 
attitude; we shall be asking and directing the per- 
formance of services for us when we shall have to 
obtain the assent of the House of Representatives 
to pay for what has been done at our instance. 
cannot acknowledge such a principle. If the Sen- 
ate call upon persons to discharge duties, the Senate 
ought to pay for the performance of those duties, 
as a Senate, and out of the fund which is subject 
to the control of the Senate. We ought not to put 
ourselves in the attitude of being obliged to ask 
the House of Representatives to allow us to dis- 
charge an honest debt which has been contracted 
by ourselves. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I am in favor of the 
smallest sum proposed, if anything should be 
naid atall. I do not regard this so much in the 
i zht of extra service as some gentlemen seem to do. 
Nothing is more common, sir, than to pass a bill 
referring accounts to the accounting officers, to be 
settled by them according to the principles of equity; 
and I have never heard, when we foe shuffled 
off business in that shape, that it was to be con- 
sidered as laying the foundation ofa claim on their 
part for extra compensation. I am willing, how- 
ever, in this case to grant these parties the $100 per 
month, which would make their compensation, in 
addition to their original salaries, rising $10 a 
day. I think thatto vote them $1,000, as asked— 
which would amount to about $3,000 per annum 
extra pay, if they were employed in this way 
during the whole year—is going too far for service 
not occupying the whole of the day, but a ver 
brief time after their regular office hours of wor 
are over. For this reason I shall vote for the 
smallest sum. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. ‘‘ The laborer is wor- 
thy of his hire.”” I know something of the labor 
that these gentlemen have performed. I was very 
frequently at their office during the time they were 
at work, and I think that the allowance provided 
for by the amendment reported from the Commit- 
tee of Claims is not sufficient. I will go for the 
sum mentioned in the amendment of, the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] because | be- 
it is due to the gentlemen for work and labor 

one. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to state that, from what I 
know of the laborious nature of the labors of these 
gentiemen, I have been convinced that the com- 
pensation proposed in the resolution was not at all 
too much; I think $1,500 would be a very small 
allowance. .  . 

Mr. HALE. I do not understand the remark 
of the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Baperr,] 
when he says that this was a service done for the 
Senate. | supposed that it was a claim upon the 
Government of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from New 
Hampshire will allow me I will explain the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. HALE yielded the floor. 

Mr. HUNTER. This work was done by or- 
der of the Senate, on motion ofa member of the 
Committee of Claims. On his motion a particular 
claim was referred to these gentlemen, because it 
was found to be so large and voluminous that no 
committee could devote time enough to it. That is 
the reason why it is proposed to pay it out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. It is aclaim upon the Govern- 
meni of the United States; and the Senate, as one 
of the branches of the National islature, hav- 
ing supervisory power over these claims, directed 


this investigation to be made for their own satis- 
faction, not as a Senate, but asa part of the Na- 
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tional Legislature, to make the appropriation to 
aim. I cannot see any difference be- 
tween that case and the case suggested by the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Waircoms,] where 
claims coming up every day are referred to the 
appropriate officers to be investigated. If every 
time there is a large amount involved or a great 
many papers to be examined, these officers come 
here with demands for extra compensation, where 
would itend? We have heard a good deal of the 
‘*Galphin claim,’ seventy years of age; I sup- 
pose the parties investigating that will come here 
for compensation next. [Laughter.] In all the 
cases of claims referred to the various departments, 
demands will be made here for extra compensa- 
tion by the officers investigating them. What 
are the auditors of the Treasury Department there 
for, except to audit and investigate claims against 
the Government? I understand, sir, that it isa 
part of their appropriate, legitimate, regular duty, 
coming directly within the proper and appropriate 
sphere of their duty. I do not see how the line 
can be drawn by which it can be said, here isa 
duty which comes within the $3,000 per annum, 
and here is a duty which comes without the $3,000 
per annum, and we demand extra compensation 
for it. Sir, this is a dangerous precedent; and it 
is doubly dangerous when we undertake to pay, 
as in this case, out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate. The Senate has no more interest in this 
case than the Supreme Court, the Executive, or 
the House of Representatives. The Senate, asa 
branch of the National Legislature, deemed this 
information necessary to the proper discharge of 
their duty, and they referred it to the officers who, 
in their judgment, they thought the most appro- 
priate for this investigation. These officers have 
investigated, and it seems to me wrong ih princi- 
ple, and dangerous as a precedent, to undertake to 
give them extra pay out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hunter’s 
amendment; which was negatived. 

Mr. HALE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays not being ordered, the ques- 
tion was then taken on the amendment reported 
from the Committee of Claims; which was carried. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the resolution 
by strikirfg out the words ** contingent fund of the 
Senate,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, ‘* the Trea- 
sury of the United States.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is not a joint resolution. 

Mr. WALKER. If it be the sense of the Sen- 
ate to adopt the amendment, then it will of course 
be the sense of the Senate to convert the resolu- 
tion into a joint resolution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman froin 
Wisconsin desires to make any remarks on his 
amendment, I hope he will_allow the matter to lie 
over till to-morrow. 

Several Senators. Yes, let it lie over. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the reso- 
lution was then laid on the table. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. DICKINSON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill eee 
n 


the coinage of a cent piece composed of silver a: 
copper, the coinage of a three cent piece, and to 
secure the recoinage of the small Spanish and 


other foreign coins; which was read a first and 
second time by its title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some early day, ask leave to introduce 
a bill for the relief of Micajah McCoy and Alvin 
McDonald, of Arkansas. 

Mr, WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to reorganize the Ju- 
diciary of the District of Columbia. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Youna, their Clerk, sta- 
ting that the House had concurred in the Senate’s 
amendments in the bill to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending June 30th, 1850, with amendments. 

On motion by Mr, DICKINSON, the amend- 
ments were referred to the Committee on Finance. 





















-negative, without a division. 








REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEy 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate then »,.. 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order 
the day, being the bill neon from the Com of 
tee of Thirteen for the admission of the er 
California, the establishment of Territorial Ad 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico, and mak; . 
proposals to Texas for the settlement of her me 
ern and northwestern boundary. = 
Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate two hours and 
a half on the subject, of which a revised re 
will be found in the Appendix. x 
When Mr. C. concluded, 
On motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate adjourned 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Tuespay, May 14, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
RARITAN BAY. 

Mr. NEWELL asked the unanimous consen; 
of the House to offer the following resolution 
which was read for information: R 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructeg 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection of a light-house on Conascunk Point, i, 
Raritan Bay, New Jersey. ’ 

The resolution having been read, and no objec. 
tion having been made— 

The resolution was introduced, and, without q 
division, was adopted. 
The SPEAKER stated, that the business firs; 
in order would be the motion made last evenino 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Fears. 
ERSTON,] and pending at the time of adjournment 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 

the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 


o the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


DEBATE ON THE CALIFORNIA MESSAGE. 


Mr. STANLY rose, he said, to offer a resoly- 
tion, in the usual terms, providing that the debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the special message of the President, 
transmitting the constitution of California, should 
terminate on the twenty-second day of the present 
month. 

Mr. S. was understood to say, that he had no 
objection to the substitution of any other day 
which might be acceptable to the House. All he 
desired was, that some time should be designated. 

A brief conversation followed, but there was 
so much confusion in the Hall, that nothing could 
be heard with accuracy. However— 

Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to sug- 
gest, that the day designated by the resolution 
would interfere with the reports heretofore made 
from the Committee on Elections, in relation to 
the admission of Delegates from Deseret and New 
Mexico, which reports had been made the special 
order for the 22d instant. ‘ 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, peer d heard) 
was understood to say, that for his own part he 
was willing to vote to terminate the debate at any 
time which might be acceptable to the House; but 
that (in view of other special orders which had 
been made) he would suggest to the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Stanzy] to substitute 
the first Tuesday in June, for the day designated 
in the resolution. 

Mr. STANLY had no objection, he said. 

The resolution was modified accordingly. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of North Carolina, moved 
that the resolution be laid on the table, and asked 
the yeas and nays; which were 

r. KAUFMAN called for the reading of the 
resolution; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the message of the President of 
the United States, transmitting the constitution of Califor. 
nia, shall cease at one o’clock on the first Tuesday in June 
next, (if the committee shall not sooner come to a conclu- 
sion upon the same ;) and the committee shall then proceed 
to vote on such amendments as may be pending, or offered 
to the same, and shall then report it to the House, with suci 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. JONES rose to make an inquiry of the 
Speaker in relation to the form of the resolution. 

e legsiry was not heard; but its purport will 
be evident from the reply of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said he would state, in reply 
to the oer Serer of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,] that the blanks in the resolu- 





= & = & > eo =m ees ee «64 bes 


— a 


- 


a ance oe ene 


tt eat. tite a mati ene 





ed, 
ent 
on, 
Cted 
ition 


t, in 


jec- 


first | 


ling 
\TH- 
ent, 
e of 


the 


6 of 


olu- 
bate 
the 
lent, 
ould 
sent 


d no 
day 
ll he 
ated. 
was 
ould 


sug. 
ution 
made 
yn to 
New 


eard) 
rt he 
t any 
3 but 
» had 
eman 
jtitute 
nated 


noved 
asked 


of the 


dent of 
Dalifor- 
n June 
-onclu- 
proceed 
offered 
th such 
mittee. 
of the 
jution. 
rt will 
| reply 


» Ten- 
esolu- 





1850. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


987 








\jon were filled up as the blanks were usually filled. 
jn relation to the form of the latter part of the 
solution, probably it was not such as it ought to 
be; but the effect would be precisely the same as 
if the form had been altered. In other words, the 
fect would be to bring the House to a vote on 
ihe propositions pending, or which might be 
offered in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Union. 

ae. SCHENCK was understood to inquire of 
the Speaker whether there was any statistical table 
by which it could be ascertained how many mem- 
pers, out of the two hundred and thirty composing 
the aggregate of this House, had yet to speak? 

The question, ‘* Shall the resolution be laid upon 
the table ?”” was then taken. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. McCMULLEN, who was accidentally be- 
yond the bar when his name was called, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to record his 
yole. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HUBBARD preferred a similar request. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER then announced the result of 
the vote as follows, yeas 65, nays 91. 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the ee cont 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose, he said, 
to put an inquiry to the Chair. He desired the 
Speaker to state, for the information of the House, 
how many special orders there were between this 
day and the time designated in the resolution for 
the termination of the debate. And he (Mr. T.) 
wished to make a statement to this effect—— 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose, he said, to a privi- 
leged rrotion. 5 4 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
his remarks for a single moment. The Chair de- 
sires to state, in answer to the inquiry of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] that the 
House has set apart the following days for special 
orders: 

Two days—the 28th and 29th of May—have 
been set apart for the consideration of bills reported 
from the Committee on Territories. The 22d day of 
May, and each succeeding day thereafter, until 
disposed of, have been set apart for the consider- 
ation of the reports heretofore made from the Com- 
mittee on Elections, in relation to the application 
for admission to seats in this House of the dele- 

ates from the Territories of New Mexico and 
eseret. 

No other special orders have been set apart for 
any time between this day and that specified in 
the resolution for the termination of the debate on 
the California message. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. The univer- 
sal rule has been that when, by an orderof the 
House, debate has been terminated in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on any given 
proposition, all the time which intervened between 
the adoption of the order and the day designated 
for the close of the debate, should be given up to 
the discussion of the pending subject. And gen- 
tlemen will at once perceive that, if this were not 
80, it would be in the power of a majority of the 
House to cut off all debate upon the measure be- 
fore the committee, and the House as effect- 
ually as could be done by the application of the 
previous question. I desire—— 

The SPEAKER, interposing, said: All remarks 
are out of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, (continuing.) If the object 
of gentlemen is to cut off debate, then let us 
understand it—for we might as well take the 
question to-day. 

Mr. WENTW ORTH rose, he said, to a privi- 


leged motion. 
he SPEAKER recognized the gentleman from 
lilinois, [Mr. Wentwoxtu.]} 

Mr. WORTH, (continuing.) Or, rath- 
er, | should say to a question of order. I sub- 
mit to the Chair whether it is in order for gen- 


tlemen to put these questions to the Chair, or for | 


the Chair to answer them? If it is not in order, 
Icall upon the Chair to enforce the rules. 
_ Mr. INGE rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
tion. As there seemed to be a disposition in the 
House to force this resolution through, without 
amendment or explanation, he thought it was de- 
sirable, before the question was taken, that there 


present. He moved, therefore, that there bea call 
of the House, and on that motion he asked the 
yeas and 0 

Mr. McCLERNAND desired to be informed 
by the Speaker, whether the resolution was yet 
within the control of the gentleman who of- 
fered it? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
been acted on, and is therefore within the control 
of the mover. But the Chair will state, that a mo- 
tion has been made for a call of the House, and 
that the House is now dividing on the question 
of ordering the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, do not doubt that 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Inez,] who 
made the motion, will allow me to say—— 

Mr. INGE, (interposing.) So far as lam con- 
cerned, I have no objection. But it is not in my 

wer to say whether the gentleman from IlIlinois 
fMr. McC.ernanp] shall proceed or not. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
gentleman will proceed. 

No objection appearing to be made— 

Mr. McCLERNAND continued. I was about 
to address myself, through the Chair, to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stanty,]—— 

Objections were now made to Mr. McCuea- 
NAND’s proceeding. 

So Mr. McC. took his seat. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion of Mr. Ince that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS suggested to the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. Inge) that the resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carolina might be 
modified so as to postpone the time for the termi- 
nation of the debate. There was no necessity for 
fixing so early a period. 

Mr. INGE. | will state to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that the resolution would be much more 
acceptable to me, if it proposed to take an earlier 
day. Ifsucha resolution is to be passed, 1 pre- 
fer an earlier day. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
nigntianr- eas 74, nays 97. 

the House refused to order a call. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution. . 

Mr. STANLY. I understand | can alter the 
day now? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is within the 
control of the gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. At the suggestion of several 
gentleman on the other side of the House, | mod- 
ify the resolution by substituting the second Tues- 
— June, for the time first designated. 

r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I should 
like to know if the first week in June is not already 
occupied by a special order? 

The SPEAKER referred to a statement he had 
previously made, showing that the time now in- 
dicated by Mr. Sranty was not assigned to the 
special order referred to. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes; but there is another 
special order—the bounty land bill. 

The SPEAKER. That is the special order for 
the third Tuesday. 

Mr. INGE. I wish to make an inquiry. If 
the House adopt this resolution now, will it be in 
the power of the House to change the time—to fix 
upon a nearer, or a more distant day? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
if the resolution be adopted, it would not be in 
order to fix on a more distant day; and the Chair 
thinks it would not be in order to fix a nearer day. 
If the day designated is fixed upon, it could not 
be altered, except by rescinding the resolution. 

Mr. INGE. Then it carronly be rescinded on 
Monday. It seems to me very improper for this 
House, at this time, to tie its hands. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. 


should be a fuller attendance than there was at 
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The question was again announced upon the 
resolution fixing the second Tuesday in June for 
the termination of the debate. ° 


Mr. McMULLEN. 1 would like to hear the 
resolution as modified, reported. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution, as modified, 


'| will be reported. 


The resolution was again read. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the latter part thereof and inserting 
-” — bills and amendments thereto as may be 
oO : Kb 











TheSPEAKER. The Commitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union might report a mére res- 
olution. If the tleman desires it, the latter 
part of the resolution will be modified (as there 
are precedents for it) so.as to provide that the 
committee report their action to the House. But 
the Chair will state to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, that there can possibly be no difficulty in 
reference to the language used in the resolution; 
for, in the strict parliamentary sense, all bilis and 
resolutions offered in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union upon the President’s message 
are in the nature of amendments; and the object 
of the resolution being understood by the House 
to bring the committee to a vote upon the pending 
ae and such amendments thereto as may 

e offered, the resolution will apply to all bills 
and resolutions before the committee, relative to 
the message; so there can be no difficulty about 
it. 

Mr. JONES. The resolution provides that de- 
bate on the President’s message shall! be termi- 
nated, and the committee shall proceed to vote on 
such amendments as may be offered thereto. To 
what? To the President’s message. If gentle- 
men who are in favor of the resolution wish it to 
stand in that way | have no objection. 

Mr. BOYD. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. INGE asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BOOTH. Has not one vote been taken 
upon the motion to lay on the table? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been modi- 
fied since taking that question: 

The yeas and nays were ordered. , 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 67, nays 105; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bocock, Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Aibert G. Brown, Chester 
Butler, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, Jos. P. Caldwell, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Coicock, beberry, Dimmick, 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, or Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johbuson, Jones, Kaut- 
man, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, M« Mul- 
len, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Moretiead, Morse, Morton, 
Orr, Outlaw, Potter, Powell, Ross, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Sweeiser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Williams, and 
Woodward—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Baker, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, 
Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, 
Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee,, 
Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, 
Halloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Wm. T. 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, John A. King, Preston 
King, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
McClernand, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, McLana- 
han, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Nelson, 
Neweil, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Phenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Silves 
ter, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Taylor, Truck, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—105. 

So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid upon the table. 

Mr. WA CE moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion. : 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

r. McMULLEN appealed to the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Wattace} to withdraw 
his motion to adjourn fora few moments. 

Mr. WALLACE. If I should withdraw it, 
will the gentleman renew it? 

Mr. McMULLEN said he would do so. 

So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. McMULLEN now inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to move an amendment to 
the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is open to 
amendment. 

Mr. McMULLEN requested the Speaker to state 
what was the day designated in the resolution for 
the termination of the debate. , 

The SPEAKER. The second Tuesday in June. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the “ second” Tuesday, and 
inserting the ** fourth”’ Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER stated the amendment. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, suggested to Mr. 
Sran.y to accept the amendment as a modification 
of his resolution. 
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Mr. McMULLEN said he had understood the 
Speaker to say that no debate was now in order. 

The SPEAKER said no remarks are now in 
order, 

Mr. MeMULLEN said he would appeal to the 
gentieman from North Carolina (Mr. Straniy] to 
accept his amendment as a modification of the 


original resolution. 

The SPEAKER. All remarks are out of order. 
The SPEAKER then said there is some techni- 
eal objection to the language of the resolution. 
The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanty} 
has, therefore, modified it to read as follows: 

Resstved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union an the message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States transmiuing the constitution of 
California, shall cease at one o'clock on the second Tuesday 
in June next, (if the committee shall not sooner come 10 a 
couciiston upon the same ;) and the committee shall then 
proceed to vote on such propositions as may be pending, or 
offered, and shall then reportto the House such propositions 
as may have been agreed to by the committee, 

The question was then stated to be on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
McM mes . 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired of the Speaker 
whether the eneny- eae bill had not been made 
the special order 
resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said the bounty-land bill re- 
ferred to by the gentleman, had been made the 
special order for the third Tuesday in June. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, requested the 
Speaker to state what the amendment was. 

The SPEAKER having done so— 

Mr. BUTLER moved that the further consiler- | 


or the day designated by the 


ation of the resolution be postponed until the first | 
Monday in June. 
A number of voices expressed assent. 
Mr. INGE asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 


tion to postpone; which were ordered. | 
Mr. WOOD requested the Speaker to state the 
question. 


The SPEAKER did so. 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative-—yeas 78, nays 89; as follows: 


| 

} 
YEAS—Mesers. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, | 
Bexir, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G: | 
| 


Brown, C. Butler, E. C, Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Cald- 
well, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Gentry, Green, Hall, Hamitton, Haralson, I. G. Harris, 
8. W. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La 88re, Marshall, Mason, McDow 
ell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, | 
Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, Morse, Mor- | 
ton, Urr, Outlaw, Potter, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Seddon, 
Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Alexander 

H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B, 





Thompson, W. Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wildvick, Williams, and Woodward—78, 
NAYS—Messrs. Atherteon, Alexander, Beker, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Buel, Burrows, J Cable, Calvin, 
Campbett, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Ctarke, Cleveland, 
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Duncan, Danham, Durkee, 
Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry. Gitmore, Gout, 
Gould, Halloway, Hampton fiartan Hay, Hebard, Henry, 
Hibward, Houston, Howe, Hunter Ww. . Jackson, Julian, 
D. P. King, John A King, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, 
fi. Mann, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ugie, Otis, 
Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Purnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rose, Rumery, Sackett, Sawtelle, Bchenck, Schoolcraft, | 
Silvester, Sprague, Stanty, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Tuck, | 
Underhill, Vinton, Watkio, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wil- 
son, Winthrop, and Wood—89. | 


So the House refused to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution. 

The qnestion recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. McMuitten— 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the form of the resolution. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Would it be in order to 
move to go into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union? | 

The SPEAKER, (in reply to Mr. Kina.) An |) 
amendment to the resolution is now pending; the | 
only further amendment in order would an 
amendment to the amendment. | 

Mr. KING. I desire my amendment to be read, 

The SPEAKER. The.amendment can be re- 
ported, if no objection is made; but it is not in 


order. 

Mr. SWEETSER, Would it be: in order to | 
move to suspend the rules to go into Committee i 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The question upon the reso- 
lution is a privileged question; and therefore has 
precedence. . 

The question was announced to be on | 
the amendment of Mr. McMutiex, to atrike out |, 








| 
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itself i ittee 
te Unione Whole on the state of 
he question Was taken, and decided j 
| a mened a division. ded in the af 
the House again resolved itself j 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Un 
| Boyrp, of Kentucky, in the chair, 
| the consideration of the special 
| President of the United States, 
constitution of California. 
Mr. MEACHAM was entitied to the floor and 
_ addressed the committee during the hour, (in 
| marks which will be published to-morrow.) "™ 
Mr. M. having concluded— 
Mr. JULIAN obtained the floor, and Yielded to 
a motion by 
Mr. CROWELL, that the committee rise. 
The question was taken, and the commitiee re- 
fused to rise. 
Mr. JULIAN then addressed the committee for 
- " (in remarks which will be published here. 
| after. 
Mr. HAYMOND then obtained the floor, byt 
| yielded to a motion that the committee rise, 
| The motion having prevailed— 


The committee rose and reported progress, 









on Tuesday and insert the fourth Tuesday 
n June. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wish the Chair to 
state whether this resolution is debatable. 

TheSPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Thena motion for the 
previous question will not exclude debate; for it 
is not debatable at any rate. I move, then, the 
previous question. 

The question was taken on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, and the vote was 
announced—ayes 65, noes 52. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked for tellers on the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I should 
like to know whether, if we sustain the demand 
for the previous question, a motion to postpone 
the resolution for a week or ten days will be in 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. A motion to postpone would 
be cut off if the demand for the previous question 
is seconded. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Harrrs, of Ten- 
nessee, and Mr. Corwin, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 83, noes 45. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered—being first on 
agreeing to the amendment of Mr. McMu ten. 

Mr. VENABLE asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


[DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message was received from the Senate by the 
hands of Assury Dickens, esq., their Secretary, 
announcing that the Senate had concurred in the 
amendments made by the House to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

the bill awaits only the signature of the 
President to become a law. ] 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. McMut ten, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 66, nays 97; as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bo- 
co7k, Bowie, Boyd, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwetl, Calvin, 
Casey, Chngmen, W. R. W. Cobb, Deberry, Dimmick, 
Green, Hamilton, Haralson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. Harris, Hay- 
mond, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Hub- 
bard, A. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, R. 
M. McLane, MeMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, 
Meade, Millson, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, 
Ross, Savage, Seddon, She pperd, F. P. Stanton, R. H. 
Stanton, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thom p- 
son, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Williams, and 
Woodward—66. 

NAYS—Measrs. Albertson, Alexander, Baker, Bennett, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, A. G. Brown, Buel, 
Burrows, T. B. Butler, J. Cable, Campbell, Cartter, Chand- 
ler, Clarke, Cleveland, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dunham, 
Durkee, N. Evans, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, 
Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 
W. T. Jackson, Julian, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. A. King, 
P. King, Leffler, Littlefield, H. Mann, Matteson, MeCler- 
nard, McDonald, McKissock, McLanahan, Miller, Moore, 
Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pheips, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolda, Risley, Robbins, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey Sackett, Schenck, Schooicraft, Silvester, 
Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, W. Thompson, 
Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—97. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution, as modified. 

The question was taken, and, without a division, 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and that that motion be laid upon the 


Commit. 


ion, (Mr. 
) and resumed 
message of the 


transmitting the 


rolled Bills, made a report. 
And the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Lientenant J. x. 
Goldsborough and other officers of the United States Navy 
praying Congress to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
ty travk through his department the private letters and 
papers addressed to officers and men of the navy on foreign 
stations. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The memorial of the members of tiie 
General Assembly of the State of Ohio, praying for the com- 
pletion of the National Road to the western boundary of that 
State. 

Also, the petition of 67 citizens of Dayton, Ohio, prying 
that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited 
by act of Congress, in all the territories of the United States, 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of the members ot the 
bar of the county of Orleans, New York, for the establish- 
ment of a new judicial district, and district court, in the 
western part of the State of New York. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of William 
Vannerson and 250 others, citizens of Missis-ippi, praying 
the removal of the land offices from Washington to Monti- 
cello, and from Augusta to Pantding. 

Also, the petition of George Nicholson and 50 others, pray- 
ing for the same thing. 

Also, the petition of D. W. Middfeton and 20 others, citi- 
zens of Washington city, praying for the improvement of 
New Jersey Avenue. 

By Mc. THURSTON: A memorial of a citizen of Oregon 
Territory, asking the location of certain territorial roads in 
said territory, and for certain appropriations, to aid in con- 
structing the same. 

On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, 

Ordered, That the petition of the orphan children of John 
&. Ardes, (otis by their guardian, that their pensions iniy 
be restored to them, which was withheld in consequence of 
the omission of the word “ orphan,” in the Jast law relative 
to the Navy Pension Fuand,) be withdrawn from the files, 
and referred to the Cominittee on Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespar, May 14, 1850. 


Mr. DOWNS. I hold in my hand the petition 
of James McMaster, setting forth that ona tract 
of land belonging to him in Louisiana, the United 
States have erected certain military works, without 
obtaining any title. The subject has been consid- 
ered by the Government, and the owners have 
long waited for a decision. The case was sub- 
mitted to the Attorney General for his decision 
more than twelve months ago, bat there has been 
no response, no decision. Now, this person pe- 
titions Co merely that the work be demol- 
ished, or that Peas proceed to purchase his 
title. I would call the earnest attention of the 
Military Committee to the subject. It is certainly 
a very hard case. The United States have taken 
the property of this individual for the public ser 
vice without taking any pains to obtain his title. 
The petitioner has waited twelve months, expect: 
ing a decision of the Attorney General, and it 
seems right that the United States should not take 
his property for their service without buying from 
him his title to it, which is a cs He 
insists that action on this matter sh delayed 
no longer. I therefore ‘the memorial, and 
move that it be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

petition was so referred. 








It was ordered accordingly. 

So the House decided that all debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, on 
the special message of the President relating to 
California, should terminate on the second Tues- 
day of June. 

Mr. WALLACE asked the unanimous con- 
sentgof the House to offer a resolution, which 
was read for information, proposing to instruct 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions to re- 
port a bill to extend the pension system to those 
of the revolutionary army, continental line, and 
militia, who served four months. 

Objection was made. 

So the resolution was not received. 

CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
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‘Mr. DOWNS. I have also a memorial from a 
jumber of persons, chiefly ladies, residing in Baton 
Rouge, in the State of Louisiana, representing that, 
op the grounds belonging to the garrison, the 
roperty of the United States near that place, is a 
iot of land appropriated for a grave-yard. It be- 
iongs to the United States, but has been used 
wintly by the citizens of the place and by the 
Yeon: In consequence of this, so many of the 
citizens have been buried there that it is now in a 
gate in which it needs much improvement. The 
jphabitants cannot improve it because it belongs to 
he United States. The officer of the garrison 
annot improve it because he has no authority to 
joso. Therefore the citizens of Baton Rouge, 
196 ladies among them, petition Congress that a 
rasonable appropriation be made for the improve- 
ment of this ground. I move that the memorial 
ye referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Joseph 
H. D. Bowman, asking that a patent may be issued 
fr certain lands entered by him at the land office 
st Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana; which was 
referred the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented a petition of citizens 
of Chicago, Illinois, asking that the public domain 
be granted in limited quantities to actual settlers 
not possessed of other lands; which was referred 
te the Committee on the Public Lands. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. HALE. I have received, and been -re- 
quested to present to the Senate, a petition signed 
by one hundred and twenty-five citizens of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, amongst whom are some of the 
most respectable citizens in the District, represent- 
ing the great necessity there is for the reorganiza- 
tion of their judicial system. They close their 
petition by requesting that whatever may be done, 
asuitable provision a be made for the venera- 
ble Chief Justice of the District, on account of his 
long, useful, eminent, and faithful services. These 
peution® will, [ suppose, go appropriately to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

While up I wish to say that if the facts and 
statements which have recently come to my knowl- 
edge as facts are to be relied on, and upon which 
Ido rely, this District, governed by the concen- 
trated wisdom of the thirty States of this Union, 
and which ought to have the very best system, has 
immeasurably the worst administration of justice 
thatis to be found within the jurisdiction of the 
United States. I move that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The memorial was so referred. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have been requested, and 
that request comes from a very respeciable source, 
lo present a petition, very numerously signed by 
the members of the bar, together with businessjmen 
of this District, merchants, and others, asking Con- 
gress for a reform and reorganization of the judi- 
ciary of the District of Columbia. This petstion 
comes in a very imposing form, and f hope the 
Committee on the J udiciary, to whom I move that 
it be referred, will give their special attention to it. 

The petition was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the amendments of 
the House to the Senate amendments to the bill to 
supply the deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1850, recommended that the amendments of the 
House be concurred in. 

On his motion the Senate proceeded to their con- 
sideration, and the amendments of the House 
were concurred in. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for the 
use of the Government, Kases’s patent suction, 
or fire engine pump, reported adversely on the 
same. 

The rt of the committee was concurred in. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which were referred the several memo- 
rials asking to remit the duties on certain goods 
destroyed by fire, reported a bill to remit or re- 
fund duties upon 8, wares, and merchandise 
destroyed by fire; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 
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. BILL ON LEAVE. The Senate committee recommended a concur- 
Mr. BRADBURY, in pursuance of notice, asked || rence in these amendments, and they were con- 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing |, curred in accordingly. 
the payment of interest upon the advances made Sec. 3. This section provides that each marshal 
by the State of Maine for the use of the United || shall separate his district into subdivisions, con- 
States Government in the protection of the North- || taining not exceeding twenty thousand persons in 
eastern frontier; which was read a first and second || each, unless the limitation to that namber causes 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on || inconvenient boundaries, in which case the number 
the Judiciary. || may be larger; and shail also estimate, from the 
NOTICE OF A BILL. best sources of information which he is able to 


; obtain, the number of square milea in each subdi- 
aoe caidas ees —— vision; to which the House had added, * and 
introduce a bill to gram: alternate quarter sections || ‘T@0Smit the same to the Department of the lnte- 
of land to the Tuscaloosa Plank Road Company || "®F: ; 
aloun the tine 6f anid tanh || The House had also amended the residue of 

= nese, Sibu Sire weuee i me section by inserting the words jn italic, aa fol- 
7 7 || lows: 

The bill from the Eiouse of Representatives for || « Provided, however, That in bounding such subdivisions, 
the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and James Clinch, || the anes pe ‘ nan My civil oe Se. as 
; || county, , parish, township, town, city, ward, or dis- 
of the ey of New York wan read fret and | rea orteyrr ul oak er 
mittee of Claims. || To these amendments the Senate committee 
ENGINEERS IN THE NAVY. recommended’a concurrence, and they were con- 

Mr. YULEE moved that the Senate proceed to || curred in accordingly. : 
the consideration of bill No. 81, being the bill to | Sec. 4. This section provides that each mar- 
amend an act regulating the appointment and pay || Shal may, and if unable to perform the duties himself, 
of engineers in the navy of the United States. | shall appoint an assistant for each subdivision, 
The motion was agreed to. | who is a resident therein, to whom he shall give 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a || 8 commission, under his hand, authorizing him to 
third reading, and was subsequently read a third || perform the duties herein assigned to assistants; 
time and passed. || which commission shall set forth the boundaries 
| of the subdivision, and the estimated number of 
0 : te acy AIS ui kes h | square miles contained in the same, of which appoint- 
n motion of Mr. » of Massachusetts, || ment so made, [and} the boundaries so specified, 


the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the || and the square miles so estimated in each subdivision, 
special order, set apart for half-past twelve o’clock || the marshal shall keep a true and faithful record. 
this day, being the amendments made by the || The House of Representatives had amended this 
House of Representatives to the bill to provide for || section by striking out the words which we have 
taking the seventh census of the United States. placed in italic, and inserting the word which we 

The first section of the bill was read. have placed in brackets. 

This section the House had amended by striking || The committee of the Senate recommended a 
out the words, “* Also, the statistics of agriculture 


concurrence in the first of these amendments, and 
when the annual product of the farm is not equal 


; a non-concurrence in the other amend ments, 
to $150; also, the statistics of other productive in- The first amendment was agreed to. 
dusiry where the annual product of the establish- The question was then taken on the other 
ment, exclusive of domestic manufactures in fami- || amendments collectively, and they were not con- 
lies, is not equal to $500.” curred. in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The commit- Mr. PRATT. It seems to me that, if I under- 
tee propose that the Senate disagree to that amend- || stood the reading of the section, the Senate prob- 
ment. I will state in a few words the reason why |/ ably voted under a misapprehension. If | under- 
we propose to disagree. The Senate proposed || stood the Chair, the question was whether we 
that the account of agriculwral products should || should adopt the amendment of the House in the 
not be taken unless they amounted in value annu- || seventh line. The provision, as it now reads, is 
ally to $150; and that no account should be taken || this: 
of manufacturing and industrial establishments « Each marshal may, and ifunable to perform the duties 
unless the annual product amounted to $500. The || himself, shal! appoint an assistant for each subdivision, whe 
striking out of that provision would leave it un- || i# 4 resident therein, to whom he shall give a commission, 


; : under his hand, authorizing him to perform the duties here- 
limited, and would impose upon those who take | in assigned to assistants; which commission shall set forth 


the census the necessity of taking everything. ‘I'he || the boundaries of the subdivision, and the estimated num- 
view taken of it in the Senate was, that it would || ber of square miles contained in the same.”” 
create too much labor, while the actual advantage The objection I have to it is this: In order that 
would not be very great. Tne committee, there- || the labor which is to be performed under the pro- 
fore, are of opinion that the Senate had better ad- '| visions of this bill may be performed, it is neces- 
here to the rule they have already established, and || sary that the marshals and their assistants should 
they therefore recommend that the Senate disagree || vet to work as soon as the census bill is passed. 
to that amendment of the House. If the amendment of the House is not adopted, it 
The amendment was then disagreed to. | will require the marshal, before he issues a com- 
| 




















Sec. 2, This section provides that each of the |} mission to his assistant, to have ascertained, in 
marshals, before entering upon his duties, shall || some way, the number of square miles in each 
take and subscribe an oath, the form of which is county,each hundred,or im each of those sub- 
therein prescribed. ‘ i divisions which are provided for by the bill. If 

The House amended this section by inserting || this is to be obtained by actual survey, it will take 
the words ‘or affirmation,” after the wor a great length of time to doit, Before the mar- 
‘*oath;”’ also, in the branch of the sentence which || shal can issue a commission, he must, of course, 
provides that the oath or affirmation shall be taken || asa preliminary, know what is to be inserted in 
and subscribed before any circuit or district judge || the commission; and if the amendment of the 
of the United States, by the addition of the words || House be not adopted, the marshel will have to 
‘for before any judge of any State court;’’ also, || ascertain the, estimated number of square miles 
in the form of oath, by inserting the words * to || contained in each subdivision before he can issue a 
the best of my ability;” so that the marshal shal! || commission to an assistant for that subdivision. 
swear that he will, to the best of his ability, enu- | Now, it is impossible, as it appears to me, that the 
| marshals can perform this duty. 1 hope, there- 
| fore, that some gentleman who voted in the ma- 
jority will move to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate has disagreed to the amendment of the 
House, in order that the subject may be more thor- 
oughly explained. 

Mr. CASS moved the reconsideration of the 
vote. 

The motion to reconsider wasagreed to, and the 
question recurred on concurring in the amendment 
of the House. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have — 
to say thas the committee have considered 









merate, or cause to be enumerated, the inhabit- 
ants, and discharge the other duties devolving 
upon him; also, by substituting the word ** judge” 
for ** magistrate’ in the branch of the secuon 
which provides that, when the oath is duly au- 
thenticated by the judge before whom it was 
taken, a copy thereof shall be deposited with the 
Secretary of the Interior; and aiso by striking out 
the words “ presume to”’ in the provision that 
‘*no marshal shall presume to discharge any of 
the duties herein required, until be has taken and 
subscribed the oath, and forwarded a copy, as 
therein provided, 
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modes which are proposed for paying those who 
take the census. They based their estimate upon 
the square miles. They considered this matter 
very maturely when they had before them the 
original bill, and they reached the conclusion that 
there was no inherent difficulty at all, in almost 
all places. [ think they could find none, in which 
there was any substantial difficulty in finding the | 
number of square miles. But they suppose that if | 
either mode of payment were adopted, it would 
be indispensably necessary to ascertain the num- 
ber of square miles. It becomes necessary, also, 
in many instances, and is very desirable in all, 
that the number should be fixed, and put into the 
commission of the person who is toassist in taking | 
the census, before he commences his work, so | 
that he might understand the amount of work re- 

uired, and the compensation might be so far | 
finally settled. { do not apprehend it will take | 
such an amount of time that it will operate against 
it in any considerable degree, though I am free to 
confess that dispatch is quite necessary. But if 
the Senate adheres to its mode of payment, it is | 








indispensable that it should adhere to this amend- | 


ment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. In all former census | 


bille, the compensation has been made by uniting 
the number of square miles with the amount of 
population on each square mile. 


number of square miles; and if either mode of 
compensation is adopted, that 
Senate or that proposed by the 


square miles. ‘The difference is only this: if you 
agree to the Senate’s bill, you aacertain the num- 
ber of square miles and put that number in the 
marshal’s commission at the time he receives it. 
The consequence will be, there will be no alterca- 


tion when the work is done between the Govern- | 


ment and the marshal, or the marshal and the as- 
sistant marshal. This must be so as a general 
rule; because if itis known how many square miles 
there are in his district, his report will then show 
the number of persons to the square mile, and 
then, with regard to the business of compensation, 
I think there can be no altercation. For that rea- 
son, the Senate’s committee thought it was best 
beforehand to fix the number of square miles in 
the commission. 


terwards. The difficulty which the Senator from 
Maryland suggests is one in relation to time, and 
merely in relation to time. If it can be done be- 
fore the marshals commence the performance of 
their duties it will be best to have it done; but if 
it cannot be done till afterwards, why, of neces- 
sity, it must be postponed, and the whole question 
is reduced to the practicability of doing it before 
they commence the performance of their duty. I 
will inform the Senator from Maryland thatin a 
former census bill all this matter has been done 
once already. In 1810 almost every county in 
every State had the number of square miles con- 
tained in it estimated, for the purpose of settling 
the amount of compensation. If the marshals are 
governed by what has heretofore been done, they 
will have no difficulty in settling the number of 
square miles. | suppose that but a few changes 
would need to be made, and if they make any, 
time will enable them to decide how far they are 
necessary. The rate being fixed in 1810, it will 
not alter the mode proposed by the Senate or that 
proposed by the House at all, whether you agree 
to or reject this amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON, (in his seat.) How was the 
number of square miles ascertained in 1810? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am asked how the 
number of square miles was ascertained in 1810? 
I really cannot answer the question. I su 
they were ascertained by reports from the different 
counties made by the marshals. All that I can 
say is, that [ have ascertained by investigation 
that this thing of reporting the square miles gave 
rise to almost endless difficulties in fixing the com- 
pensation of the marshals. There was some mat- 


ter connected with it having reference to the circuit | 
if I recollect right, and | fol- | 


or district judges. r 
low my recollection entirely, there were almost 


endless difficulties connected with it. The object | 
now is to get rid of those difficulties beforehand, | 


which sprang up in 1810. Weve it not for the 
aid given by what was done in 1810, I car readily 


see that there would be a foundation for the | 


roposed by the | 
ouse, it will be | 
equally necessary to ascertain the number of 


If you strike it out, and do not 
have it done beforehand, you will have it to do af. | 
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* He shall carefully examine whether the returns of each 
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remarks made by the Senator from Maryland. If 
the marshals had to take it all up from the begin- 
ning, and for the firat time, and fix the square 
miles in each district, it might take more time than 
is to elapse between this and the first of June; but 
with the aid of what has been done heretofore, I 
suppose it practicable for the marshal to do it. 
At all events, I would prefer to adhere to the Sen- 
ate’s bill at present. If the House disagree, and 
a committee of conference should spring out of it, 
if necessary, when the matter has been more 
maturely considered, it can be altered so as to con- 
oa to the suggestion of the Senator from Mary- 
and. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think the 
provision contained in the bill as amended by the 
House, removes an objection which hitherto ex- 
isted; and I hope the Senate will concur in that 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ments, and they were agreed to. 

Sec. 5 provides that each marshal shall season- | 
ably supply each assistant with the instructions 
issued by the Department of the Interior, the 
blanks provided for the enumeration of the popu- 
lation and the collection of other statistics, and 
give to him from time to time all such information 


é | and directions as may be necessary to enable him 
You will find that || 
in every case it has been necessary to refer to the | 


to discharge his duty; [and when such assistants 
shall have completed their labors, said marshals 
by whom they are respectively appointed, shall 
examine the returns, and cause all errors to be eor- 
rected, and all omissions, if any, to be supplied; 
and after such corrections are made, one complete 
copy thereof shall be transmitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior, and after the other two copies 
herein provided for are arranged and bound at the 
expense of the United States, when it can be con- 
venintly done, one copy thereof shall be deposited 
witha court of record in the county where the 


_niently done. 





subdivision to which it relates is, and the other 
shall be delivered to the Secretary of State for the 
State wherein the marshal’s district is, to be kept 
among the archives of the State. ] 

The House had amended this section by stri- 
king out the words in brackets, and inserting the 
following, in which the Senate committee recom- 
mend a non-concurrence: 


assistant marshal be made in conformity with the terms of 
this act, and where discrepancies are detected, require the 
same to be corrected. He shall dispose of the two sets of 
the returns required from the assistant marshals as herein- 
after provided for, as follows: one set he shall transmit 
forthwith to the Secretary of the Interior, and the other copy 


|| thereof he shall transmit to the office of the Secretary of the 


State or Territory to which his district belongs. He shall 
classify and determine the rate of compensation to be paid 
to each assistant marshal according to the provisions of this 
act, subject to the final approval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. He shall from time to time make himself acquainted 
with the progress made by each assistant marshal in the 
pete ard of his duties; and in case of inability or neglect, 
arising from sickness or otherwise, appoint a substitute.’’ 
Mr. DAWSON. I submit to the committee 
whether it be not prudent at this time to agree to 
the amendment made by the House of Represent- 
atives? The proposition is to strike out that part 
of the fifth section which requires the marshal to 
cause to be copied a condensed report of the census 
statistics, and to have one copy left with the clerk 
of the county court in each county, and one with 
the Secretary of State of the State in which the 
marshal resides, and to have them bound. The 
expense of copying would be a heavy amount, 
and as I said on a former occasion, in such a 
State as New York, the number of pages would be 
immense, and to copy them three times will be an 
extraordinary labor indeed. It is now so late that 
there will scarcely be time to have it done and re- 
turned here before the next meeting of Congress. 
I submit, then, whether it is not best, under the 


pose || circumstances, to agree to the proposition of the 


| House of Representatives ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. In reply to the 
remarks of the Senator from Georgia, I will state 
that I do not understand that there is any differ- 


| ence in the number of copies proposed by the House 


of Representatives. Three copies are embraced in 


| the original bill; the original, and two copies be- 
sides. I suppose the practical result will be the 
same in either case; for three copies are provided 
for by the amendment of the Hoabe, and three 
copies are also provided for in the original bill by 
the Senate. 1 understand the provisions to be co- 
incident in that particular, except in respect to 
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ferred. The objection does not lie exac 

this section. This is a redraught in oe ° 
features, after it was attached to the fifth section ¢p 
the bill. It, however, makes a difference in of 
provisions, The original bill provides that the > 
turns when made shall be examined, and if ot 
errors exist, they shall be corrected by the a. 
shal. This amendment provides, that if any dis, 
crepancies shall be detected, the marshal shall 
require the same to be corrected. I think the beg; 
way is, that errors of any sort, when detected 
should be corrected. Then the original bill pro’ 
vides that the returns shall be made to the head of 


a department, to the Secretary of the Inter; 

| This provides that the return shall be ine a 
| Superintendent of the census. 
| wards for the appointment of a clerk, to be called 


de to the 
They provide after. 


the superintendent of the census. It seems to me 
there is an obvious propriety in returning to the 


| head of the department. Then there is this differ. 
| ence: by another arrangement, which is made in 


the bill, it is proposed that those who take the cen. 
sus shall deposit with the county court one of the 
copies. The original bill requires that the marshal 
shall reéxamine all the copies. I take it that the 
amendment does not propose that the marshal shall 
reéxamine these at all—that he shall reéxamine 


| all the copies, and shall transmit to the Secretar 


of the Interior one copy, and shall deposit one in 


a court of record in the county where his division 
is, and shall deposit another among the records © 
of the State in which the subdivision is, and that | 


these two last shall be bound, if it can be conve. 
The proposition of the House omits 
the binding, and makes the return to the superin- 
tendent of the census instead of the Secretary of 
the Interior, and it delivers, or causes the assistant 
to deliver, one of his copies to the county court. 
That is the expression, I think, which is contained 
in the bill. The honorable member of the com- 
mittee from Carolina said, we have no county 
courts in Carolina; and this is known to be the 
case in many other parts of the United States. 


The requirement of the original bill is, that it shall * 


be placed in a court of record in the county. On 
the whole, the committee thought that though they 
had no particular attachment to the phraseology of 
the original bill, yet that it answered the purpose 
better than the one proposed by the House, and 
therefore they propose to reject the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. 0 Mississippi. I think the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives avoids a 
very great difficulty—that of ae the mar- 
shal to examine the returns of his assistant in 
each district. I think the marshal will be altogether 
unable to correct any errors other than discrepan- 
cies, and the amendment of the House properly 
confines him to the correction of discrepancies. 
Errors may creep into the returns of the assistant 
marshals, but they can only be corrected in the 
county for which they were made. By depositing 
the original, therefore, in an office of record in that 
pee it will enable such corrections to be made 
as will be called for in the only place where such 
corrections can be properly made. If two copies, 
then, are made, the marshals will have only to 
look over them, to see whether the assistant has 
complied with the forms. He may then send one 
copy to the office of the Secretary of the State, 
without binding, and thus save the expense of 
binding, and send the other, without the delay 
which would result from the binding, to the Su- 
perintendent of the Census, or to the Secretary of 
the Interior, I care not which. If the mar@hal has 
to go into an examination of the returns of the 
assistant marshals, | think it is not too much to 
say that in the large States two years will elapse 
before the marshal will be enabled to correct them 
all, and transmit them to the Department of the 
Interior. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. These returns 
are worthy of all the guards and protection we 
can throw around them. Our object has been to 
render them as reliable as possible. For that end 
it is required that the marshal shall look them 
over, and detect all the errors, if possible, and thus 
he might detect some errors which he only could 
correct. We supposed that if these records were 
deposited in the courts of record, and among the 
archives of the several States, to he rved 
there, there was some propriety in having them 
bound. These are not very material questions, 
and I do not wish to occupy the time of the Sen- 


binding, to which the honorable gentleman has re- || ate. We looked the whole matter through, and 
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ye thought the two sections contained in the ori- 
inal bill answered the purpose better than the 
Fropored amendment, : 

The question was then taken upon concurring 
iy the amendment, and it was not concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The vote on the 
ymendment of the House has probably been 
ken without the Senate exactly understanding 
the question. 1 myself voted in the negative, 
ihinking that T was voting against the recom- 
nendation of the committee, and not inst the 
ymendment of the House, which I intend to 
support. I therefore move a reconsideration of 
ihe vote by which the Senate non-concurred in 
that amendment. ; 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on concurring with 
theamendment of the House; which was agreed to. 

Sec. 6. This section was stricken out by the 
House as a necessary consequence of the adop- 
tion of preceding amendments, in which the Senate 
concurred. 

Sec. 7. was unamended. 

Sec. 8. The House struck out this entire sec- 
tion, and inserted a substitute, as follows: 

“That any mirshal may, in case of sickne-s or other dis- 
ability, appoint a deputy marshal, for the special purposes of 
this act, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, who shall have all the powers, perform all the duties, 
and be subject to all the penalties of the said marshal.” 

To this amendment the Senate committee rec- 
ommended a disagreement. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would sim- 
ply state that probably the amendment of the 
House was made without exactly understanding 
the object which the Senate had in view. The 
Senate intended to authorize the marshal to ap- 
point a deputy in case of sickness, so that he 
was unable to perform his duties, and also to 
take that portion of the census which may be 
termed the social statistics. That subject was 
considered when the bill was here before. The 
social statistics are those matters which relate to 
ascertaining the amount of taxation, crime, and 
other things to be collected from various sources 
within the State. Now, it was supposed that a 
deputy might be needed to procure this sort of in- 
formation, and that it might not be inappropriate 
to the taste of the deputy to collect the informa- 
tion in one subdivision or more, and inasmuch as 
this relates to towns and counties, it was sup- 
posed the marshal might appoint persons under 
the name of deputy marshals to perform this ser- 
vice. It was supposed that it would be necessary 
to have some person to perform the duties which 
belong to the marshal in case of his sickness, and 
that these persons might do both. The amend- 
ment proposes that, in case of. sickness or other 
disability, he may appoint a marshal to perform 
his duties; and this is to be done with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Interior. Now it is 
very obvious that a marshal in Oregon cannot 
send to the Secretary of the Interior to get his ap- 
peeenes nor could he send from Missouri, or 
llinois, or almost any other part of the country 
consistently with a proper dispatch of business. 
The amendment only throws embarrassment in 
the way, and we thought we had better adhere to 
the original plan. 

The question being taken on concurring in the 
amendment, it was non-concurred in. 

Sec. 9. The House of Representatives had 
amended this section by striking out certain parts 
of the provision defining the compensation of the 
marshals and inserting the following: 

“And the Secretary of the Interior shall render to the 
marshals and assistant marshals of the Territories such 
compensation for their services as he shall deem just and 
equitable.’ 

The committee of the Senate recommend a non- 
concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will merely 
observe that the difference between the propositions 
of the Senate and House is this: The Senate re 
vide a certain compensation to the marshal, which 
is one dollar per thousand, where the number of in- 
habitants exceeds a million, and one dollar and a 
quarter where it is under a million; but they put 
in this proviso, that the pay of no individual mar- 
thal should be less than $250. They put ina fur- 
ther proviso, that with regard to Florida the pay 
thould be such an equitable sum as the Secretary 
of the Interior should determine was reasonable. 
Now, the House propose to strike out this $250, 
an amendment which was put in by the Senate 





comes within a certain limit. 
thought that inasmuch as the former bill contained || that the de 
a provision of this character, and inasmuch as || county an 
there are three marshals in Florida, the former pro- || the transmission of one-third of the copies. But, 
vision should be adhered to. 


was merely verbal, was also concurred in. 
simply to strike out the words “ on the spo 





when the bill was under consideration before. | 
They want in certain cases to employ clerks, and | tenor of his oath. This connects itself with the 
to leave Florida out of the question; and by the || other amendment of which | spoke, and I do not 
amendment they propose that the Secretary of the | know that the Senate can do any better than agree 

|| to this clause since they have agreed to that. I 
tion as he shall think proper to the marshals in | 
the several territories. 
to strike out $250, to strike out Florida, and make | 
it apply to the territories alone, and to strike out || copies of the census to be taken. T 
the provision for furnishing a clerk when this sum || bill requires that all three of the copies shall be 
The committee || transmitted to the marshal. 


Interior shall be allowed to make such compensa- 


In a word, the change is 


The question being taken, the amendment was 


not concurred in. 


Another amendment to the same section, by 


striking out the words which authorize the mar- 
shal personally to perform the duties assigned by 
this act to assistants, and to receive the same | 
compensation for those services, and to substitute 
another provision merely authorizing him at his 
discretion to 
any subdivision in which he may reside, was con- 
curred in. 


perform the duties of an assistant in 


Sec. 10. Two amendments to this section, 


which were merely verbal, were concurred in. | 
The one was simply the insertion of the words 
** or affirmation”’ after the word ** oath,’ and the 
ather to strike out the words * filed with,” and in- | 
sert the word ‘‘ forwarded.’’ 


Sec.11. The amendment to this section, which 


It was 
4.” 
Sec. 12 provides ‘* That each assistant [shall 


‘ make three fair and complete copies of all the 
* memoranda thus obtained in his district, num- 
‘bering each 
* thereon; all w 
* ble day before the lst of October next, transmit 
‘ to the marshal, having first certified thereon under 
‘ his hand, and made oath to the same before a | 
* magistrate competent to administer oaths, that he | 


page and subscribing his name 
ich he shall, at the earliest possi- 


‘ has, according to the best of his skill and judg- 


* ment, executed his duties in conformity with the 
‘ provisions of this act, and has made in the tables 
‘a faithful and true record of his doings from day | 


‘to day, (having dated each day’s work,) and 
‘ employed his best exertions to obtain the truth 
‘in the manner required by personal visits and 
‘inquiries at the places where the families live, 
‘an 
‘ given, is done.’’} 


The House of Representatives had stricken out | 


all the words which we have placed between 
brackets, and inserted the following: 


“ Shall within one month after the time specified for the 
completion of the enumeration furnish the original census 


counties, and two copies, oo“ compared and corrected, to 
the marshal of this district. 

each page of the schedules before he returns them to his 
marshal, and on the last page thereof shall state the whole 
number of pages in each return, and certify that they were 
a and truly made according to the tenor of his oath of 
office.” 


The committee of the Senate recommended a 
disagreement to the amendment. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, I ought to inform 


aes amendment in the fifth section, which 


county courts, or courts of record, yet there is one 


feature in this amendment which I object to, be- | 


cause I think it is quite inferior to the provision 
contained in the original bill. 
ing the original bill, the committee and the Senate, 


I suppose, had constantly in view the object of | 


getting the census as perfect as it was possible to 
obtain it; therefore, when they made a provision 
that the assistant marshal should take it within a 
certain subdivision, and make up his returns and 
communicate it to the marshal, they required in 
the original bill that he should make a certificate 
at the bottom, specifying where he had performed 
his duties, and the manner in which he had per- 
formed them, and that he should make oath to 
that. Now, the House pro to waive that, 
and simply require him to declare that he had dis- 
charged his duty according to the tenor of his oath. 
We thought there was a substantial difference in 
principle; since in one case the man would be 
required to swear to particulars, and in the other, 


where the business, un account of which is 


returns to the clerk of the county court of their respective | 


e shall affix his signature to | 


the Senate that this has some connection with the | 


as been agreed to; and, although I care very little | 
what disposition is made about making returns to | 


It is this: in draw- | 





that he had performed his duty according to the 


thought it was my duty to state theee facts. 

Mr. DAWSON. There is an additional reason 
why this should be agreed to. There are three 
The original 


The amendment says 
ty marshal shall deposit one in the 
transmit the other two. This saves 


amendment in the fifth section, and it follows, as 
|| @ matter of course, we must agree to this, _ 

The question being taken on concurring in the 
amendment of the House, it was agreed to. 

Sec. 13 provides “ that each assistant shall be 
allowed as compensation for his services after the 
rate of two eents for each person enumerated, and 
|| ten cents a mile for necessary travel, to be ascer- 
tained by multiplying the square root of the num- 
| ber of dwelling-houses in the division by the 
square root of the number of square miles on each 
| division, and the product shall be taken as the 
number of miles traveled for all purposes in taking 
this census.’’ 
|| The House of Representatives had stricken out 
the whole section, and inserted the following sub- 
stitute: 
|} That for every hundred inhabitants enumerated and 
|| described, each assistant shall receive, in all incorporated 
| Villages, towns, and cities, containing more than five thou- 
| sand inhabitants, one dollar and twenty-five cents; in all 
|| subdivisions not included in such villages, towns, or cities, 
|| containing onan average more than seventy-five inhabitants 
to the square mile, one dollar and seventy-five cents for each 
hundred ; in subdivisions containing tess than seventy-five 
and more than fifty inhabitants to the square mile, two dol- 
lars and twenty-five cents for each bundred; in subdivisions 
containing less than fifty and more than twenty-five inhab- 
itants to the square mile, two dollars and fifty cents for each 
hundred ; in subdivisions containing less than twenty-five 
and more than ten inhabitants to the square mile, three 
dollars aud fifty cents for each hundred; in subdivisions 
| containing less than ten and more than five inhabitants to 
the square mile, four dollars and fi, ty cents for each hundred; 
and in subdivisions containing less than five inhabitants to 
the square mile, such compensation as the Secretary of the 
Interior shall allow. For the two copies of the enumeration 
|| Of the inhabitants and of the statistics, eight cents for each 
complete page of each copy of the schedule.” 

The Senate committee recommended a non- 
concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the Senate in an 
|| elaborate speech in defence of the Senate’s original 
plan of compensation, and against the proposed 
amendment. Of his speech a report will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. DAWSON. I am very much inclined to 
the opinion, Mr. President, that in making any 
very great changes in old established usage we 
|| should take time to deliberate; and, as this discoy- 
ery of my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Unper- 
woop] has now been presented to the public mind, 
I think it would be prudent to let the country con- 
sider of it from now to the time of taking the next 
census, and we may by that time be able to com- 
prehend it. I have nodoubt whatever of the truth 
of the mode of calculation which my friend has 
discovered, but I doubt the capacity of a great 
many of the people to understand it, and to make 
the calculations. Now, 1 think that all the ine- 
qualities of which the Senator speaks, do not exist, 
and will be found not to exist if you examine into 
the subject. He states that the cost of taking the 
census in the State of Massachusetts is two and a 
half cents per head, while in other States it costs 
more than six cents per head. Now all that is 
|| true, and for this simple reason, that in the square 
| mile in the State of Massachusetts, the population is 
|| greater than in the other States to which he refers. 
|| Massachusetts may have a population of one hun- 
|| dred to the square mile, while South Carolina may 
|| only have a population of twenty-five to the square 

mile. All these apparent inequalities, therefore, 
| arise out of the ns density or sparseness 

e 


i the chairman says, we have agreed to the 











of the population. all understand that thor- 
oughly. Now, there will be very little doubt that 
in the State of Massachusetts, a census-taker can 
\| take a hundred families sooner than he could in 
the States of South Carolina or Georgia take ten 
families. But we must adopt a general rule, and 
| give compensation according to the amount of 
| population on a square mile. That has been the 
| rule which has been uniformly adopted, and when 
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ou come to carry it out you will ascertain that it 
is as nearly right as we can get itina bill. We 
must adopt general principles in legislation, or we 
cannot progress at all; and yet it is difficult to estab- 
lish any general principle, which will not work 
unequally somewhere or other. Take, for in- 
stance, a sheriff elected for one of your counties— 
a large county if you please—and then take a sheriff 
elected for a town or small district, and when you 
come to tax their bills they are allowed the same 
costs. These are inequalities that will arise out 
of the establishment of any general principle. My 
own opinion ia, therefore, that it will be the better 
course to adopt the amendments recommended by 
the House of Representatives, which are in con- 
formity to all the laws which have been passed 
since the foundation of the Government and the 
adoption of the Constitution; and if hereafter it is 
found that we can get a practical statement of facts 
from the marshals and assistant marshals, we can 
then establish a system that will be more correct. 
But we have not as yet, I think, gentlemen in 
every county who are capable of understanding all 
thess things so well as may be necessary. 

But, to avoid these inconveniences, it 18 said that 
these returns will be brought back to the Secretary 
of the Interior; that every county in the United 
States will have calculated for it the number of 
square miles, and the number of houses in it. 
Then, if this be so, it will require a clerk in that 
department to make a calculation of the number 
of square miles in each of the counties; and only 
consider the length of time and the amount of la- 
bor which will have to be expended in such a 
work. There might be a calculation made for 
every marshal’s district, if there. be three in a 
county, or there might be a calculation for every 
twenty thousand of the population. But it would 
bea very great additional work, and might tend to 
produce much confusion. I think, Mr. President, 
that we had better adopt the bill as it is, and leave 
this question of ascertaining the population by the 
square root until another ten years rollround. By 
that time | have no doubt that the subject will be 
thoroughly understood. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I just wish to call the 
attention of the country, as my friend from Geor- 
gia refers me to that tribunal, to the inaptness of 
the Congress of the United States to comprehend 
a plain matier of calculation. My friend seems to 
suppose that it will take ten years for the lawgivers 
of the land to comprehend this—— 

Mr. DAWSON. No, no; I said the people. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, then, my friend 
says he does not mean that members of Congress 
cannot ascertain this matter of calculation short of 
ten years, but that the people cannot. Then, sir, 
if | undersiand the suggestion of the honorable 
Senator from Georgia, it is that members of Con- 
gress comprehend this thing thoroughly as | have 
explained it; they see plainly what nobody can 
deny; but they have not the moral firmness to say 
to the country, under the conviction which flashes 
on their minds, ** We have not the firmness to 
make the change, or we doubt the capacity of the 

veople to comprehend it; and therefore we will 
eave the matter with you for ten years, that you 
may study upon it.” 

Now, Lam not willing to stultify my constitu- 
ents in that way. I believe that they have the 
capacity lo see at once that there is a radical error 
in this matier; that there is a wrong, an obvious 
and palpable wrong to be remedied. Now, how 
does my friend from Georgia get out of it? Does 
he deny a@ solitary fact? I have the thing from the 
Interior Department. Here are the facts: the 
square milea which you will -find in every school 
atlas in the country, and here are the sums which 
you actually pay. Now, sir, to ascertain what 
you pay prt head is a simple question of division, 
and t apprehend that there is not a schoolboy but 
will be able to work that sum out. You have noth- 
ing to do but to take the sum paid to the marshals 
and assistants in each State and divide it by the pop- 
ulavion, and that will give you the result for each. 
Here are facts which are not gainsayed, showin 
that the marshal in Massachusetts receives two @ 

a half cents per head, while in South Carolina he 
gets six cents per head for performing the same 
sort of service. And here is the marshal of Alaba- 
ma, with more people and more territory than the 
State of Mississippi, getting only three and a third 
cents per head, while the marshal of the latter 
named State receives six cents and two-thirds per 


head—just double the amount received by the mar- 
shal of Alabama for performing similar service ina 
State right alongside of Mississippi, and the mar- 
shal of Mississippi having a great deal less to do 
than the marshalof Alabama. Nobody denies the 
fact; nobody denies the figures; but the thing is, we 
are afraid of making the change; we either have not 
the moral firmness to do it, or we excuse ourselves 
on the ground that the people do not understand 
it, and will condemn our conduct. I have no such 
fears myself. Well, then, how does the gentle- 
man illustrate his objection? He appeals to the 
case of sheriffs serving processes, &c. In refer- 
ence to our federal courts, we have a system of 
mileage which is allowed, together with the cost 
of the service of the process when you reach the 
individual upon whom it is to be served. In regard 
to collecting debts in which sheriffs and other offi- 
cers are employed, this kind of difference often 
arises, and there is but little trouble; but we know 
that our executive officers in counties are con- 


stantly passing from one end of a county to the | 


other upon a variety of service which they neces- 
sarily have to perform; and hence there is not the 
same necessity for making allowances for trouble 
in their case, especially where the districts are 
small, as where you go upon a system where labor 
is consumed both in making the enumeration and 
in traveling, both of which you can easily ascer- 
tain. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think the 
gentleman from Georgia labors under some mis- 
apprehension in regard to the difficulty arising out 
of this proposition, owing to the labor of ascer- 
taining the number of square miles, and hence he 
favors the amendment proposed by the House of 
Representatives. 1 think I can show that, by re- 
ferring to the original bill of the Senate, and the 
amendment proposed by the House of Represent- 
atives. ‘The amendment reads thus: 

“For every hundred inhabitants enumerated and de- 
scribed, each assistant shall receive in all incorporated vil- 
lages, towns, and cities, containing more than five thousand 
inhabitants, 1 25; in all subdivisions not included in such 
Villages, towns, or cities, containing on an average more 
than seventy-five inhabitants to the square mile, #1 75 for 
each hundred ; in subdivisions containing less than seventy- 
five, and more than fifiy inhabitants to the square mile, 
$2 25 for each hundred ; in subdivisions containing less taan 
ntty, and more than twenty-five inhabitants to the square 
mile, $2 50 for each hundred; in subdivisions containing 
less than twenty-five and more than ten imnabitants to 
the square mile, $3 50 for each hundred; in subdivisions 
containing less than ten and more than five inhabitants 
to the square mile, $4 50 for each hundred ; and in subdi- 
visions containing less than five inhabitants to the square 
mile, such compensation as the Secretary of the luterior 
shall allow.”? 


Thus you see the compensation to be allowed 
is founded on the number of population on the 
square mile everywhere, except in cases where 
there are not five inhabitants to the square mile. 
This amendment is necessary to carry out the 
bill. The question is, whether the Senate will 
adopt the mode of ascertaining the compensation 
to be paid to the marshals “ vy multiplying the 
* square root of the number of dwelling-houses 
* in the division by the square root of the number 
* of square miles in each division,” or whether 
i will adopt the mode recommended by the 

ouse of Representatives. 


The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. The amendment is evidently 
not carried, and so the square root remains. 
(Laughter. } 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed to the six- 


teenth section. The amendment is to strike out 
the words * to his own use,’’ and insert the words 
“to the use of the United States.”’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
amendment is, to strike out all after the words 
** enforced’’ in the second line of the 17th section, 
and insert the words, 

“In the courts of the United States within the States or 
Territories where such offence shall have been commitced or 
forfeiture incurred, or before the judicial tribunals of any 
such Siate or Territories.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The committee 
recommend that this amendment be concurred in 
by the Senate. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment, and it was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 








amendment is, to add to the end of 
tion the following: Of the 18th Sec. 


* Which shall pass free ; and the sum of $19,000 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury ante 
wise appropriated, for the purpose of covering the expe... 
of transmitting the blanks and other matter throu peneg 
mail, to be paid to the Post Office Department.’ “8” ‘e 

The committee have also recommended that thi 

. is 
amendment be concurred in by the Senate, 

The question being taken on the amendment it 
was concurred in. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
amendment is, in the 20th section, to strike out the 
words (in Jines one and two) “as by law it is 
made the duty of,” and also the words “ to gy ‘ 
intend the census he,”’ and in line third, the worq 
**also;” and in the fourth line, the words « espe. 
cially to that end.”’ Also, to strike out the pro- 
viso at the end of the same section, and insert the 
following: 

* And to enable him the better to discharge these duticg 
he is hereby authorized and required to appoint a suitanje 
and competent person as superintending clerk, who stajj 
under his direction, have the general management of mat’ 
ters appertaining thereto, with the privilege of frauking and 
receiving, free of charge, all official documents and letiers 
connected therewith ; and the said secretary shall also ap- 
point such clerks and other officers as may be necessary 
from time to time for the efficient management of said ser. 
vice, And the compensation to be allowed and paid to the 
officers connected with the census office shall be as follows: 
For the superintending clerk, per annum in full for 
his services ; and for other assistants and clerks, the com- 
pensation usually paid for similar services, to be fixed ang 
allowed by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That no 
salary to a subordinate clerk under this section, shall exceed 
the sum of $1,000 per annum. The blanks and preparatory 
printing for taking the census shall be prepared and exe. 
cuted under the direction of the census bvuard ; the other 
printing hereafter to be executed as Congres shall direct,” 


The committee, in their report, recommend the 
concurrence of the Senate in this amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. How will the section read 
now, sir? 

The Secretary then read the section as proposed 
to be amended as follows: 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior is also hereby required to carry into effect the 
provisions of this act, and to provide blanks and distribuie 
the same among the marshals, so that the enumeration may 
commence on the first day of June next, and be taken with 
reference to that day in e.ch and every district and subdi- 
vision of districts; to draw up and distribute at the same 
time printed instructions, defining and explaining the duties 
of such as collect the statistics, and the limits by which 
such duties are circumscribed, in a clear aud intelligible 
manner; to see also that all due diligence is employed by 
the marshals and assistants to make return of their respect- 
ive doings completed, at the times herein prescribed; and 
further, as the returns are 80 made, to cause the sae to be 
classified and arranged in the best and most convenient 
manner for use, and lay the same before Congress at the 
next session thereof: And to enable him the better to dis- 
charge these duties. he is hereby authorized and required to 
appoint a suitable and competent person as superintending 
clerk, who shall, under his direction, have the general man- 

ment of matters appertaining thereto, with the privilege 
of franking and receiving, free of charge, all official docu- 
ments and letters connected therewith; aud the said Secre- 
tary shall also appoint such clerks and other officers as may 
be necessary, from time to time, for the efficient manage- 
metit of said service. And the compensation to be allowed 
and paid to the officers connected with the Census office 
shall be as. follows: For the superintending clerk, two 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum, in full for bis 
services; and for other assistants and clerks, the con, pensa- 
tion usually paid for similar services, to be fixed and allowed 
by the Secretary of the Luterior: Pro That no salary 
to a subordinate clerk under this section shall exceed the 
sum of one thousand dollars per annum. The blanks and 
preparatory printing for taking the census shall be prepared 
and executed under the Census Board; the other printing 
hereafter to be executed as Congress shall direct. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The nextamend- 
ment is to strike out the 2lst section, and in this 
amendment the committee recommend the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thenextamend- 
ment is to strike out the 23d section. The com- 
mittee have reported against the amendment of the 
House striking out this section, 3 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The nextamend- 
ment relates to the 24th section, and is to strike out 
the tables in the Senate bill and insert the schedules 
1, 2,3, 4,5, and 6. The committee réport against 
striking out. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and a division being called for, there 
were, for the amendment 8; noes not counted, 
the amendment was not concurred in. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


next 
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